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| Continued from No. 9.} 

The CHAIR announced the special order of the 
day. 

Mr. HOWARD, chairman of the Comunittee on 
Foreiga Affairs, gave notice, that so soon as this 
election question should be disposed of, cr so soon 
as an opportunity offered, he should ask leave to 
take up the bill of the Senate, now on the Speak- 
er’s table, to preserve the neutrality of the United 
States on our frontiers. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The HOUSE then announced the special order 
of the day, being the consideration of the M.s- 
sissippi election. 

The question pending, being as follows: 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: 
Resolved, Tat Messrs. 8. 8. Prentiss and T. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such 
The question pending, being on the motion of Mr. 
BELL, who on yesterday movedto amend by striking 
outall after the word “resolved,” and insertingas 

tollows: 

“That the resolution of this House of the 
ber last, declaring that Samus. J. 
Joun F. H. Crargorne were 
bers of the 25th Congress, wa 
a knowledge of ail the facts which were ma- 
terial to a correct decision of the question pre- 
sented, and the same is hiereby rescinded. 

Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss 
Word were duly elected members of the 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. MAURY, who was entitied to the floor, al- 
dressed the House fora few minutes, in favor of 
the claim of the applicants to a seat on the floor, 
and stated to the House that it had been his inten- 
tion to go into the subject generally, but as there 
seemed to be a disposition to take the question as 
soon as possible, and as he believed the House to 
he fully prepared to take the question, he 
would not kaberpone any obstacle; therefore he 
should decline making any further remarks on the 
subject. 

Mr. BRONSON, after making some introducto- 
ry remarks, said that he was not sure that he could 
shake any of the positions taken by the gentleman 
who had addressed the House, (Mr. Prentiss,) but 
he would try. Before he proceeded, however, he 
could not refrain from paying a tribute to the 
quence and zeal with which the gentleman had de- 
tended what he called the rights of the State of Mis- 
vere Mr. B. went on to show that the question 

iad been presented to the House in a false light by 
the contestants, for he contended that no indi gnily 
whatever had been offered to the State of Missis- 
sippi; her rights of representation had been re- 
spected and defended, and the simple question was, 
a question between individuals as to who should 
have the right of so repret senting her. 

Mr. B. contended that the decision of the Tlouse 
al the late special session was a judicial decision, 
and could not be altered ; and, whether. it was so, 
or not, that, previous to the specia! session, there 
existed a legal and constitutional vacancy, which 
the Governor was authorized to fill, and which he 
did fill. 

Mr. B. entered into a long arguinent to prove 
that the Governor of Mississippi was authorized by 
the Constitution to fill a vacancy. He then por- 
trayed, in glowing colors, the disastrous cose- 

quences which wou!d ensue if the varions Legisla- 
ures had not that power. He said the country 
night be ravaged by an invading enemy, or might 
be at war with te n nations at once, without having 
the power of calling together and assembling the 
House of Representatives to act on 
He was fully aware of the strength of 
ments adduced by one of the contestants, (Mr 
Prentiss,) viz: that the Governors of States might 
thus anticipate, defeat or destroy the regular elec- 
tion. But it would be obvious to every reflecting 
mind that there was not the slightest probability of 
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adopted; and, if it 
ans of speedy redress: 

Perhaps the most important question, afler as- 
suming that the Governor had the power, was, 

did he exercise that power?” It had been con 
tended that such was not the case, and that the pro- 
clamation of the Governor was amere nullity. For 
his part, he maintained that the Governor had a 
right to fill the whole vacancy, or none. He was 
not authorized to fill a part of a vacancy, but the 
whole; therefore, if the gentlemen elected in July 
were € ll, they were elected for the whole 
term of the ‘'wenty-fifth Congress. 

Mr. B. commented at some length on the absurd- 
ity of the argument, §that because the Governor 
had inserted a supe fli ty in his writ and proclama- 
tion, the whole was thereby rendered void. He 
maintained that the decision of the House at the 
jate session, was a judicral decision, made afier a 
full and complete investigation of all the facts, and 
that therefore it was binding and could not be re- 
versed. He dented that the decision was ex — 
as had been alleged, and was proceeding in proof 
thereo!, when he gave way to a motion of adjourn- 
ment. Aud the House adjourned. 
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IN § SEN ATE, 
Sarurpay, Jan. 27 
NDY presented the petition of sundry 
Davidson county, ‘Tennessee, praying 
blishment of a post rouie: referred te the 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
NORVitLL presented five petitions 
4) ing for an appropriation 
ent of the harbor of Preston, and 
for the construction of a light house at Stony Point: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition trom sun- 
dry citizens of Vermont, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia; and, 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the question on re- 

eiving the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the joint reso 
lutions of the Legislature of that State, asking for 
the extension of the franking privilege to the Ex- 
ecutives of the States: laid on the table. 

Mr. LYON presented a petitivon nuamerously 
signed by the inhabitants of the country lying in 
the vicinity of the road commenced by the United 
States, and ranning from Toledo, on the Maumee 
river, to Michigan City, in the Siat Indiana, 

i importance of that road in a na- 
ind praying Congress to make 
priation to complete it with as little delay 
referred to the Committee on Roads 
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Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Caleb 
Atwater, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered as commissioner to treat with certain Indian 
tribes: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
Pensi charg from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of = daug hter of John Sher- 
barne, late o f the army of the Revolution. 

_M. m the same isin made an un- 
port on the pstition of Garrett ‘Tenni- 
hing mmimittee was discharged from the 
leration ther om 


mS Was cis 


nsiae 
CING presented e petition of 
praying Cc confir: ihatic on of his claim te a tract 
under a Spanish grant: referred to the 
Privete Land Claims. 
‘OS prese ition of sundry citi- 
ut, praying for the establishment 
f a light-hoase: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
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rt of the Committee on Commerce, un- 
favorable to the petition of Joseph W. Page of 
Charleston, Was ¢ onsidered and concurred in. 

The Senate then took up the bill granting pre- 
emplion rights vo settlers on the public lands, and, 
after the adoption of several amendments, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 26 to 12. 

And the Senate adjourned. 
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PRICE $1 sl PER SESSION. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Jan. 29, 1838. 

A message in writing from the Presidetit of the 
United States, received on Saturday last, was laid 
before the House; and having been read, on motion 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was laid on the 
table 

The message communicated a report of the com- 
mission in relation to spoliations by the Creeks and 
Seminoles. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The following message and accompanying report 
were received at the same time, and now laid be 
fore the House: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

[ herewith communicate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives a report from the Secretary of State, with 
accompanying documents, in answer to their reso- 
ution of the 9th instant. 


M. VAN BUREN, 

Washington, Jan. 26, 1838. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
Washington, January 25, 1838. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been refer- 
red a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
dated ihe Ith inst. requesting the President to com- 
municate to that body what measures, if any, have 
beer taken by the Executive, for the release of Mr. 
Greely, a . wizen of Maine, now imprisoned in the 
provincial jail of New Brunswick, at Frederickton, 
for an sha d violation of the jurisdiction of said 
provinee, over the territory claimed by the British 
Government; and also, to communicate any cor- 
respondence which the Executive Department may 
have had with the Britis: Government, or the Ex- 
ecutive of Maine, upon the subject of said Greely s 
imprisonment, so far as a communication of: the 
same may be deemed by him not incompatible with 
the public interest. 

And likewise requesting the President, if not in- 
compatible with the public interest, to: communi- 
cate to that House “any correspondence or com- 
munication held between the Government of the 
United States and that of Great Britain, at different 
limes, respecting the wardenship, occupation, or 
actual possession, of that part of the territory of 
the State of Maine which is claimed by Great Bri- 
tain,” has the honor to report to the President the 
accompanying documents, which embrace the in- 
formation and correspondence not heretofore pub- 
lished by Congress, called for by the above 

olution. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Sratr, 


cited 


JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Presipent or toe Unrrep Svrartes. 

Ona motion of Mr. EVANS, the further conside- 
ration of the subject was ‘postponed till Thursday 
next. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commn- 
nication of the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a statement of the contingent expenses of the Navy 
Dapartmen!; which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, was laid on the table. 

CHEROKEE MEMORIAL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the memorial of John Ross and other Indians of 
that tribe, remonstrating against the treaty at New 
“chota. 

The question pending was on the taotion of Mr. 
Hopkins to reconsider the vote of the House of 
Monday last, refusing to lay the mcinornal on the 
table. 

Mr. EVERETT inguired if the motion to recon- 
sider was debateabie? 

The CHAIR replied that generally a motion to 
reconsider opened the whole merits o! the question; 
that is, if the original motion under it was a de- 
bateab!e one; but the mcticn to lay on the tai.e not 
being debateable, consequently, that to reconsider it 
could not be. 

After some further conversation between the 
CHAIR and Mr. EVERETT, the latter gentleman 
asked for the yeas and nays on the motion to re- 
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consider, which were ordered, and were—yeas 121, 


nays 82, as follows: 

YEAS——Merers. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Broyn, Buchanan, Bynum, John Cathoon, Cambreleng, Timo- 
thy J. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, 
Cleveland, C owney, Coffin, Coler, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cusomas, Daweon, Davee, Dennis, Duncan, Edwardes, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, 
Jamea Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Ha nmond, Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Holsey, Hoit, Hopkins, 
‘toward, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jack- 

mm, Joseph Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones, Join W Jones, 
Kemble, Klingenamith, Lawler, Legare, Lewis, Logan, Loo- 
mis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
M:Clellan, Abraham McClellan, McKim, Miller, Monigo- 
mory, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patten, Paynter, 
Pennyhacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prevtias, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Shields, Shep- 
lor, Smith, Southgate. Spencer, Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Titus, 
To vcey, Turney, Vall, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, Joha 
White, Jared W) Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Worthing- 
ton and Yeil—1el : 

NAVS—Mesers. Adame, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wiltam 8. Calhoun, William 
Rh Campbetl, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Darlingon, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Jamea Garland, Rice Gar 
land, Goode, Graham, Graves, Grenne!l, Hall, Halstead, Har 
i, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hotlman, Robert 
MoT. Hanter, Daniel Jenifer, William Cost Joliaeon, 
bivcow, Mallory, Marvin, Sanson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
MeKenoan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary 
Movria, Noyes, Oxte, Pavierson, Pearce, Pots, Rariden, Ran- 
delph, Reed, Rude way, Roberiwwon, Rumsey, Russell, Augustine 
H. Shepherd, Sibley, Sianly. Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Under wood, Webster, Albert 8. White, Elisha Whait- 
tlesey, Suerred Williams, Christopher H. Williams,Wise, and 
York 2 

S» the House resolving to reconsider the vote, 
the question recurred upon the motion to lay the 
memorial on the table; on which, 

Mr. FILLIMORE asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, nays 86, 
as follows: 

VY EAS—Meaars. Anderson Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleog, Timothy J 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawaon, Davee, Den- 
nit, Dromgoole, Duncan, Kdwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glas- 
cock, J. Graham, Granuand, Grant, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnsen, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Law- 
ler, Legare, Lewis, Logan, Loom, Lyon, James M. Mason, 
Martin, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abrakam McClellan, 
McClure, MeKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore. Morgan, 8. W. 
Morris, Mublenberg, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmei- 
tor, Paton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, 
Piumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentisa, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, 
lives, Bawyver, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Southeate, Spencer, 
ijowart, Stone, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney. Vail, Vander 
veer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Jored W. Williams, Jos. L. 
Williams, Worthington, and Vell—t23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrigz, 
Rel!, Biddle, Bond, Kerdea, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Wil- 
ham B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Cerwin. Cranston, Crockeit, Curis, Darlington, Da 
wea, Deberrs. Duan, Evane, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, 
Harlaa, Harper, Hasungs, Henry, Herod, Ogcen Hof 
man, Robert M. To Hunter, William Cost Johnson, 
Li-coln, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
MeKenuan vee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, M uthias Mor- 
ris, Calvary Morria, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Potts, 
Rarilen, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Kumsey, Rus 

A. HE Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley. slade, Stanly, 
Taliaterro, Tillinghast, Toland, Under wood, A. 3. 
White. Join White, Elicha Whittlesey, Lewis Williems, Sher 
rod Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—s6 

So the memorial was laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of Sfates and Territories, and were pre- 
sented by 

Messrs. EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER, 
ANDERSON, SMITH, CILLEY, DAVEE, and 
NOYES, of Maine. 

{Mr. Smit presented the petition of the citizens 
of Pertland, Maine, in favor of a general bank- 
rupt law. Also, of Samuel Goldsbury. Also, of 
Henry R. Stickney.] 

At the hour of 1 o'clock the CHATR announced 
the special order, being the case of the Mississippi 
Election. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, for the purpose of continuing 
ihe presentation of petitions; and the motion being 
taken by tellers, was decided in the negative, ayes 
105, nays 71, not two-thirds. 

The House accordingly resumed the considera- 
tion of the 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 
The question pending being as follows: 
Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 


eireilton, 
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Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 

The question pending being on the motion 
of Mr. Bett, who had moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word ‘ Resolved,” and 
inserting as follows: “ That the resolution of this 
House of the 34 of October last, declaring that 
Samvet J. Guouson and Joun F. H. Craiporne 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
was agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts 
which were material to a correct decision of the 
question presented, and the same is hereby re- 
scinded.” 

Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Misssippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. BRONSON, who was entitled to the floor, 
procecded with his remarks, and replied to the ar- 
guments of one of the applicants for a seat on the 
floor (Mr. Prentiss) in relation to the decision of 
the last session of Congress as being ex parte, 
and contended that that decision was decisive 
on the question, and must be binding. Mr. 
B. went into an examination of the meaning of the 
words ex parte, and contended that the decision of 
the House at the extra session was not ex parte, 
there being discussion, and evidence produced on 
both sides of the question; and, in his opinion, it 
would be unjust to reverse that decision, because 
the sitting members had asserted on the floor of the 
House, that if it decided in their favor, that they 
would not be candidates in the canvass then going 
onin Mississippi. The whole facts of the case were 
laid before the House at the extra session, and the 
matter was therefore fully discussed, sv that there 
could be no mistake in relation to the decision made 
at that time. He then went generally into an ex- 
amination of the varicus documents on the sub- 
ject, and the acts of the Governor of Mississippi 
in relation to it,and contended that in whatever 
lirht you might view it, the decision of the House 
at the extra session must be bindiog, and that it 
was impossible that gentlemen could be con- 
stitutionally elected members of this House 
at the November election, when there was no 
vacancy in the representation of Mississippi, this 
Hou.e having decided that the sitting members 
were entitled toseats during the whole Congress. 

The LJonse having decided they were thus enti- 
tled to their seats, they were not candidates in 
November, and in many counties where they re- 
ceived large majorities in July, they received not a 
vote in November; their friends refraining from 
votung at all for members of Congress, believing 
the decision of the House to be final, and that there 
was no vacancy in the representation of the State. 
This was borne out by the fact, that at the Novem- 
ber election there were upwards of eight thousand 
more votes given for Governor than for members 
of Congress. Would it, therefore, he would now 
ask, be right to reverse this decision, even if it was 
incorrect. If it was incorrect, which he would on- 
ly admit for the sake of the argument, it would be 
doing the greatest injustice to reverse it. The elec- 
tion of November was held under the decision of 
this House, and many of the friends of the sitting 
members, on the faith of that decision, remained at 
home on the election day, or at least refused to 
cast their votes for members of Congress. It was 
not to be believed that an election held in this way 
could express the will and wishes of the people of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. B. replied at some length to the arguments 
of the contestant to a seat on this floor, and con- 
cluded by hoping that the House would not reverse 
the decision of the extra session. 

Mr. JENIFER replied, at some length, to the 
arguments of the gentleman who had preceded him 
in support of the decision of the House at the extra 
session. and contended that new evidence was now 
presented to the House, and that if the decision of 
the extra session was wrong, that now was the pro- 
per time to correct the error. He went generally 
into a detail of the evidence presented at the called 
session, and that now presented, for the purpose of 
showing that the question was now presented to the 
House in an entirely different light from what it 
was when the decision was made. The whole 
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evidence in the State of Mississippi, the Go- 
vernor’s proclamation, the writs of elec. 
tion, the certificates of the Governor and Se- 
cretary of State, all went to show that the 
sitting members were elected only for the extra 


| Session. This was the opinion, too, he contended 
7 ’ 


of the people of Mississippi, as was evidenced by 

the fact of their holding an election for members of 
: 

Congress in November last. He replied to the ar- 


| guments of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 


Bronson,) in relation to the vote for the Governor 


| of the State being larger than for members of Cop- 


gress; and asserted that the contestants had a 
larger vote than had ever before been given in the 
State of Mississippi. 

Mr. ROBERTSON followed on the same side 
and spoke at some length in support of the rieht of 
the contestants to seats as representatives ol the 
State of Mississippi. 

Mr. LEGARE obtained the floor, but stated 
that as the hour was late, he thrown himse!f upon 
the indulgence of the House, by asking a more 
favorable hour for addressing the body. He 
thereupon moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana called for the 
yeas and nays en this moticn, but the House re- 
fused to order them, and 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 29, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report froin the 
Treasury Department, transmitting sundry docu- 
ments in answer to the resolution of the 24th inst. 
requiring copies of the correspondence between that 
Department and the banks of the. District of Co- 
lumbia, after the pagsage of the deposite law and 
the suspension of specie payments, relative to the 
increase of their loans and discouats; and, 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the report and docu- 
ments were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, transmitting, in compliance 
with the act of March, 1837, the report of the 
agents appointed to inquire what depredations have 
been committed by the Seminole and Creek In- 
dians on the prope:ty of the citizens of Florid 
Georgia, and Alabama; and, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, transmitting the report of the 
Chief Engineer, in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 25th inst. relative to the amount ex- 
pended on the improvement of the navigation of 
the Missouri river; which, on motion of Mr. 
LINN, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The CHAIR also communicatod a letter from 
the War Department, transmitting two reports 
from the Chief Engineer, accompanied by certain 
documents relative to the claims of Henry Gale to 
the Pea Fatch island, in the Delaware; and 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was laid on the 
table and five hundred extra copies were or- 
dered io be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, accompanied by certain sur- 
veys in reference to the Rock river and Des Moines 
rapids ofthe Mississippi, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate; and 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, it was laid on the 
table, and fifteen handred extra copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Navy Depariment, made in compliance with 
the provisions of the 2d section of the act of the 9th 
May, 1836, showing the expenditures under the 
contingent fund, of the office of the Secretary of 
the Navy, and the office of the Commissioners of 
the Navy; which was laid on the table aud ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens cf Knox county, Il!linois, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a communication 
from the Governor of the State of South Carolina, 
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inclosing the resolutions passed by the Legislature 
of that State, asking an appropriation for the pre- 
servation of Charleston harbor: referred to the 

Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abo- 
jis, slavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia; the question on the reception of which 
was, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, laid on 
the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition cf 
twenty-four youths ofthe city and county of Phila- 
jelphia, asking for the speedy extinction of slavery 
inthe District of Columbia and Territories of the 
United States; and, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the ques- 
tion of its reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from Robert 
Achison of New Jersey, to the same purport, 
which was similarly cisposed of. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation 
to complete the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks; 
and 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two similar petitions 
for the same object; both of which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Massachusetis, remonsirating 
against reducing the duties on woollen blankets: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WEBSTER also presented the petition of 
Hannah Laighton, widow of Isaac Bates, praying 
fur a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of Robert 
Montgomery, praying for a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN moved that the papers in relation to 
the claim of the heirs of Wade Hampton to a tract 
of land in Louisiana, be printed; which motion was 
agreed to 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Darien, Georgia, praying for an 
appropriation for the survey of the Altamaha river: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
erdered to be printed. 

Mr. ROANE presented sundry documents in 
support of the claim of J. S. Stubbs; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MORRIS presented documents in support 
of the claim of David Robb; which were referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Asa 
Armington, praying to be relieved from the pay- 
ment of a duty bond: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Hazard 
Knowles, of the Patent Office, praying to be allowed 
to take out a patent: referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed t@ inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to improve the navigation 
of the Missouri river, from its mouth to Fort Lea- 
venworth. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolution, 
which was eonsidered and adopted: 

Resolved, hat the Committee on Pensions 
be instructed to inqnire into the expedieacy of 
ranting a pension to the heirs of Peter Craig, de- 
ceased. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 

1, Which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, Vonat the Conimittee on Roads and Ca- 
ids inqnure into the expediency of making an ap- 

Opriation for the construction of a macadam:zed 
or railroad from Miiwaulsie or Lake Michigan, by 
‘he most direct, eligible roate through the mineral 
regioa, to some pvint on the Mississippi, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate the report of 
the survey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay, made 
in pursuance ef an act of Congress for the purpose of 
ascertaining the expediency « 
water or artifice: 


feonstructing a break- 
al harber, and other papers aceom- 
panying the same, if such report has been made; 
and if not, to state the reasons why the same has 
not been made. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which the memorials relating 
to them had been referred, reported the following 
bills; which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading: 

A bill for the relief of the 
Col. Albert Paulding, dece 

A bili for the retief of the legal representatives of 
Captain Robert White, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. Thomas 
L. B. Goodwin, deceased. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of Michael -———, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Garrett Lewis, was con- 
sidered and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Francis Newman was taken up; and, after 
a brief explanation from Mr. WALL, was ordered 
to a third reading. 

The bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the public lands was read a third time; and on the 
question, Shall it pass? a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. WEBSTER, CLAY of Kentucky, HUB- 
BARD, CLAY of Alabama, FULTON, LYON, 
and CALHOUN took part. The debate lasted un- 
til 4 o’clock, when Mr. WHITE rose to address 
the Senate, but gave way ona motion of Mr. BEN- 
TON to adjourn. 
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and heirs of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuerspay, Jan. 30, 1838. 

The CHAIR laid betore the House several Exe- 
cutive communications, viz: 

1. Froin the Secretary of War, transmitting co- 
pies of all orders to the commanders of the forces 
in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

2. From the same, communicating a report of 
the Chief Engineer in reference to the erection of 
fences or guard posts, where necessary, on the Na- 
tional Road between Cumberland and Wheeling. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

3. From the same, transmitting certain annual 
reports from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
accompanied by a statement of all the persons em- 
ployed in that branch of the public service during 


the year 1837. 


Oa motion of Mr. BELL, !aid on the table. 

4. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report of the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, containing a statement of the 
whole amount of the public lands belonging to the 
United States sold since they were ceded to the 
United States, distinguishing the amount in each 
year, etc. 

Oa motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, laid on the 
table. 

Reports from the standing committees were then 
called for. 

COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported Senate 
bill, with an amendment, tor the relief of William 
East. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, authorizing certain persons to test the 
strength of steam boilers. 

Mr. CURTIS reported a resolution requesting 
the Secretary of the Navy to communicate to the 
House of Representatives the report and survey 
made by Lieutenant Wilkes of George’s Bank and 
shoal; and that the report be printed, together with 
5,000 extra copies of the chart, under the superin- 
tendence of Lieutenant Wilkes; which, after a few 
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words from Messrs. McKAY and CURTIS, was 
concurred in. 





PUBLIC LANDS, 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of 

Samuel Dickerson. 
JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOMAS reported, without amerdment, 
Senate bill entitled an act to alter and amend the 
acts for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States, 

Mr. CORWIN reported a resolution iastructing 
the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the 
exdediency of changing the times of holding the 
Cireuit and District Courts of the United States in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, and Michigan: 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reporied a bill to 
reorganize the District Courts of the United States 
in the State of Alabama. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. MAY reported a bill for the relief of the le- 


gal representative of Philip Barbour, deer i. 
INDIAN APPATIRS, 
Mir. BEL reported a bill for the relief of Ge 
C. J SON. 


Mr. CHANEY reported a bill for the relief of 
John Bouldin. 

Mr. EVERETT reported a bill to provide for 
the security and protection of the emigrant and othet 
Indians west of Missouri and Arkansas. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. McKAY reported 2 biil to increase the ar- 
my of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Mr. McKAY explained, fer the information of 
the House, that this bill related merely to an in- 
crease of the rank and file of the army, and did 
not touch at all the subject of the reorganization 
or increase of the staff. That subject was still un- 
der the consideration of the committee, and they 
expected shortly to be prepared to report upon it 

Mr. GRENNELL reported a bill for the relic: 
of Anne S. Heilman. . 

TERRITORIES. 

Mr. BRONSON reported a bill to establish a 
new Judicial District in the Territory of Florida. 

Also, a bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to cause to be surveyed and ascer- 
tained the boundary line between the State of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Wisconsin. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bil! for the relief of 
Hallman Tucker. 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to 
Cottan Evans of Vermont. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Ken'neky reported a bill 
for the benefit of the widuw of Noah Chittenden. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William Collins 

Mr. PLUMER reported a bill granting a pension 
to Gideon Shelby. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. LINCOLN reported a resolution instructing 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
to cause the walls of the late Post Office building 
to be surveyed and examined by a skilful archi- 
lect, for the purpose of determining en the pro- 
priety of their immediate removal, or of repairing 
or reconstructing the building, and the purposes to 
which it shall be applied, &c. which was concur- 
red in. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. PHELPS reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to authorize the Commissioner of the 
Patent Office to issue a patent to James Smith, and 
it was ordered to a thir@ reading, then read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MENIFEE, 5000 extra 
copies of the annual report of the Commissioner 
on Patents were ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. DAWSON reported a bill for the relief of 
Eliza Davis. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th ult. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and @anslation of the pamphlet in the Spanish lan~ 
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guage, stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
to this House to have been printed and circulated 
by the late minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of the diplomatic fanctionary from 
a tereiga Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. 

‘The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HLOWARD to strike ont all that part relating to the 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“country” in the eighth line. 

Mr. HOWARD, remarking that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusnine) entitied to the 
floor being absent from indisposition, moved to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject tll 
Lo-morrow. 

Mr. ADAMS deemed it of great importance that 
the pamphlet in question should be in the —— 
sion of the House, from the atutude of our relations 
with Mexico; and, consequently, that the resolution 
should be soon adopted, because it would take 
some time to translate the pamphlet. He, there- 
fore, expressed a hope that the gentleman from 
Maryland would withdraw his objection, or that 
the House would take the question at once, 

In reference to the merits of the call, Mr. A. in- 
sisted that the information was indispensable to the 
Ifouse. Ilere was the country brought to the very 
verge of a war by the course of the Execuuve, and 
yetthey were denied the information upon which 
President had brought the country to this point. 
Mr. A. said “denied,” for, in the call of the House 
for the correspondence between this Government 
aud that of Mexico, all communication between 
the ministers of the two countries ha been express- 
ly and positively withheld or suppressed, under the 
restrictive clause in the call so strenuously insisted 
upon by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes) 
viz: that saying il, in his (the President’s) opinion, 
not incompatible with the public interest. Now, if 
there were negotiations pending at this ime be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, that would 
be a sufficient reason for the President to deny 
communicating these papers; but when they were 
told that no negotiations were pending, for they 
were informed that the President had exhausted all 
argument for negotiating, and nothing more was 
be done but for Congress to assume. their 
power, it did seem the most extraordinary thing in 
the world that all the information in possession of 
the Executive, could not be at once communicated. 
Wiat! were they to go to war without this infor- 
mation? Was this conntry to be drawn intoa 
declaration of war, without being put in posses- 
sion of the information necessary to show the 
vrounds o; such a step?) Surely they ought to have 
a copy 0} thal pamphlet, a pamphlet described, 
official response to itis an oul- 
t precedent. Mr. A. did not justify 
the act of Gorostiza, which might be called an act 
of indiseretion, but it did) not merit all that had 
been said of it. Nor was it without precedent, and 
he partieclarly referred to the case of Gwinnett. 

Mr. A’s remarks were cut off by the annuncia- 
tion ef the special order, being the case of the 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION, 

The qnestion pending being as follows: 

Mr“BRONSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 285th Congress, and 
are net entitled to their seats in the Louse as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who had moved io | by striking 


the 


to 


in a demi-semi 


rage wills 


amena 
out all after the word “Resolved,” aud inserting as 
follows: “That the resolution of this House of the 
Sd October last, declaring that Samvuen J. Guotson 
and Jonn F. H. Cuatsorne were duly elected mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress, was agreed to withouta 
snowledge of all the facis which were material to 
i correct decision of th: question presented, and 
the same is hereby resecinded.”’ 

Resolved further, That Messis. Prenti-s and Word 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
trom the State ef Mississippi, in November fast, 

id are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. LEGARE, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 

essed the Honse at considerable leagth in support 

he right of the sitting embers, Messrs. Cuat- 
bonne and Guorson, to retain their seats. Mr. L. 


















went into a lengthy argument to prove that the sit- 
ting members were duly elected by the people of 
Mississidpi, and that they were entitled to seats for 
the whole Congress. He based his argument on 
the Constitution of the United States, it being over 
and above the acts of the Governor and peuple of 
Mississippi; and the argument of gentlemen that 
it was only intended to elect the sitting members 
for the extra session by the people, he considered 
entirely erroneous. 

Mr. EVANS addressed the House at some 
length in support of the rights of the contestants to 
seats, and in reply to the arguments of the gentle- 
man fiom South Carolina, (Mr. Legare,) and 
others, who had spoker. in favor of the sitting mem- 
bers, 

Mr. CUSHMAN then stated that as this ques- 
tion had consumed a great deal of the time of the 
House; and as he presumed every gentleman had 
now made up his opinion in relation to the ques- 
tion, he now demanded the previous question. 

Mr. WISE called the attention of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire to the facts that one of the 
members now asking seats on this floor had not had 
the opportanity of saying a word, and that it was 
the wish of the other gentlemen again to address 
some remarks to the House, in reply to the argu- 
ments which gentlemen had made in opposition to 
their right to seats in this Congress. 

Mr. CUSHMAN replied that if this was the 
ease, he would withdraw the motion, to enable the 
contestants to address the House, if they desired it. 

Mr. PRENTISS then rose, and intimated a 
wish to address some remarks to the House, but 
gave way to 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, who addressed the 
House for a few minutes in explanation of the vote 
he had given at the extra session. He stated that 
at the extra session he had voted in favor of the sit- 
ting members taking their seats in this House; but 
from subsequent examination and reflection, he 
had come to the determination that the better plan 
would be to send both the delegations back to the 

eople. 

Mr. PRENTISS then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the House a few minutes ; when he gave 
way to 

Mr. WISE, on whose motion, 

The House adjournec. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, January 30, 1838. 

Tie CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in compliance with the re- 
soluuoa sabmitted by Mr. Wesster, isquiring 
whether any of the pensions and fishing bounties 
paid at Boston, were paid in notes of the Common- 
wealth Bank of Massachusetts, &e. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would not detain the 
Senate, by requiring the reading of the document, 
but would merely move for the printing of it. He 
would, however, take occasion to say, as the Se- 
cretary and collector put the payment of these pen- 
sions ant bounties in Commonwealth Bank notes, 
on the ground that they were voluntarily received. 
Now it happened that he had this morning received 
by mai! an affidavit, relating to the payment of a 
pension, which he would read to the Senate. 

Mr. W. here read an affidavit of an individual, 
named Asa Pickering on the subject, and moved 
that it be printed together with the report and do- 
cuments from the Treasury Department. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama supposed the Senator 
did not mean to print the affidavit as a part of the 
documents belonging to the Treasury report. 

Mr. WEBSTER rephed certainly not. 
wished it to be printed separately. 

The report and documents were then ordered to 
be printed, as was also the adlidavit just read. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, showing the number of per- 
sons employed in the Indian Department for the 
vear 1837; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of a 
number of Cherokee pensioners, praying provision 
for injuries sustained in the late war: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial from A. and G. 
Ralston of Philadelphia, praying to be refunded 


He 
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certain duties paid by them for the Newcastle and 
Frenchtown Railroad Company to the collector of 
the Wilmington district, under (an alleged) mis- 
construction of the act of July 1, 1836: referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce, in Charleston, sanc- 
tioning a memorial from certain citizens of North 
Carolina, in relation to the railroad from Halifax 
to Wilmington, which they as to have made a 
mail route, and show the comparative advantages 
that will result therefrom. ‘The memorialists state 
that the mail, as at present carried, takes ninety- 
eight hours from Halifax to Augusta, which they 
can accomplish by their road in fifty-eight hours, 
And again, the mail from Halifax to Charleston, 
S. C. as now carried, takes ninety-four and a half 
hours, while their line, after the first of May, will 
carry it the same distance in forty-six hours, 
making a clear saving of forty-eight hours. In a 
very litte while they will do away the necessity of 
the Express mail, as no other mode can compete 
with them in point of velocity. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented two petitions from 
citizens of Maine, praying for the of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, a peti- 
tion remonstrating against the annexation of Texas 
tu the Union. The question of receiving the first 
of these was laid on the table, and the last peti- 
lion itself was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the presi- 
dent and directors of the Bank of the Metropolis, 
asking for a renewal of their charter: referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Burlington, New Jersey, praying Congress 
to exercise what the petitioners call its constitu. 
tional power to prohibit the slave trade between the 
States—the question as to receiving this 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the Bolivar 
and St. Louis rail road, praying right of passagd 
through the public lands. 

Also, the petition of Richard Cogan, prayiug per- 
mission to enter certain lands at 
price. 

Also, from the citizens of Scott county, Missouri, 
praying pre-emption rights or privilege of entering 
improvements. 

Also, a petition of the citizensof Platte county, 
Missouri, praying fora mail route from Platsburg 
to Black Snake Hill, near the mouth of Rodway 
river and Missouri river. 

Also, a petition from G. M. Davis, Joseph Ba- 
ker, sr. and others for establishing a mail route 
from Frankfort [linois, Brownsville, Gill’s Ferry 
to Jackson, Missouri, so as to run from Frankfort 
via Brownsville, Breesville, Illinois, Manning’s 
store, More and Manning’s store, to Frederickton. 

Aliso, from citizens of Clay county, fora post 
route from Liberty, Clay county, to Black Snake 
Hills. 

The ahove petitions were all appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Rhode Island in opposition to the 
Independent Treasury bill; which were laid on the 
table. 


abolition 
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Government 


Mr. KING presented the petition of the Alaba- 
bama Railroad Company, praying permission to 
enter five hundred thousand acres of land within 
ten miles of the road, on a credit of five years: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
John W. Matthews; which: was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pers of John IH. Mclntosh were referred to the 
Commiu/ee oa Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented several memorials 
praying an appropriation for the completion of the 
frigate Raritan: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, leave was granted to 
John Edmonds to withdraw his petition and papers. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of William Patton. 














Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of 


John Met ‘telland. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to change the time of holding the C:r- 
cenit Court of the United States for the 7th cirenit. 

Also, a bill to change the times of holding the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the 9th 
cireu:t. 

Which were severally read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, and by general 
consent, the first named bill was read the second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the Senate, reported a 
bill to amend the act supplementary to the act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, to which had been re- 
ferred the memorial of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Major Andrew Leach, deceased, reported 
a bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered 
to asecond reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of the heirs of 
William Caggswell, deceased, reported a bil! for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. McK EAN, pursuant to notice, and on leave 
eranted, introduced a bill further regulating writs of 
error and saits for penalties in the courts of the 
United States; which was read a first and second 
lind, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been recomini'tted the me- 
morial of the heirs ef Captain John Fulford, de- 
ceased, reported a bill for their relieS which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. 'TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported, without amendment, several bilis from 
the Ifouse that had been referred to that commit- 
tee. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of General Matthew Arbuckle, reported a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

adr. LINN, from the Commiitee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the Message 
of the President in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 14th of October last, on the snbject, 
reported a bill to amend the act entitled an act for 
the appointment of Commissioners to adjust and 
settie claims to reservations of land under the 14th 
arucle of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw In- 
dians: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, on leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Eckford, 
decease’; whic 


h was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Reuben E. Gentry, William Munroe, and 
others; which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. BUCELANAN rose to make an expianation, 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. He said 
that a few days ago, when the Military bill was 
before the Senaie, he had stated, upon what he 
then deemed satisfactory information, that officers 
of the corps of Military Engineers had often been 
employed as engineers in the service of railroad 
and canal companies. Since that time, he had 
learned that this remark ought to have been con- 
fined to the officers of the Topographical Corps of 
Engineers. Upon a complaint having been made 
to him, he had immediately instituted an inquiry 
on the subject; and the result was, that no officer 
belonging to the Military Engineers proper had 
thus been employed. He made this explanation 
most cheerfully, as it always afforded him pleasure 
to repair any injustice which he might have inad- 
vertently committed. 

The bill for the relief of Francis Newman was 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill providing for the legal adjustment and 
final settlement of claims to land derived under the 
grants to the Baron Bastrop, the Marquis of Mai- 
son Rouge, and others, in Louisiana, and Gabriel 
Winter, and others, in Arkansas, was read the 
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third time; and on the question, “ Shall the bill 
pass,’’ a debate arose, in which it was supported by 
LINN, BUCHANAN, SEVIER, 
PRESTON, and oppused by Messrs. 


Messrs. 


’ 
King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Prentiss, Pres- | 
ton, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
necticut, Southard, Swift, 
White, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Morris, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, and Tipton—10. 

The bill to amend the act for the relief of James 
Steele, was read the third time and passed. 
PRE-EMPTION TO SETTLERS ON THE PUBLIC LANDS 

‘The Senate resumed the consideration ef the bill 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands, as the unfinished business, it being ow its 
passage, having been read the third time ; and after 
a debate, in which the bill was supported by 
Messrs. WALKER, WHITE, YOUNG, WER- 
STER, and LYON, and opposed by Messrs. CLAY 


and DAVIS, the question was taken, and the bill 


Zs Mle 
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was passed—yeas 30, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benion, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Walker, Webster, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, and 
Wall—is. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 31, 1833. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, transmitting the an- 
nual report of the contracts made for the travs; 
tation of the mails of the United States, within 
the year ending the Istof July, 1837; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hluuse a 
letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
report of all the fines imposed, and deductions made 
from the pay of the contractors, for éarrying the 
mails during the year ending on the 30th of June, 
1837; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SMITH asked the consent of the Tfouse to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union on the bill in telation to 
strength of steam boilers. 

Mr. EVERETT objecting— 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rule, to 
enable him to submit the motion; but the House 
refused—ayes 72, noes 69, not two-thirds. 

Mr. LOOMIS, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment he proposed to submit to the bill in re- 
lation to the laws of neutrality; and the same was 
ordered to be printed. 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. 


swoore 


testing the 


CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio repvited a bill for 

the relief of Cornelius Tiers. 
REVCLUTIONARY CLAIMS 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of The- 
odore Middleton. 

Mr. a. a WILLIAMS of Tennessee, rep rted 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of Bennet Saurley, 
deceased. 

When the Committee on Public Expenditures 
was called— 

Mr. WISE rose and begged leave to inquire of 
the chairman of that committee if the committee 
had held a meeting this session, and if it was pro- 
bable they would make any report. 

Mr. HALEY (the chairman of that committee) 
would cheerfully respond to the inquiry. The 





and | 
MORRIS and 
CRITTENDEN ; after which, 
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and | 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 29, nays 10. 
y EAS—Messrs. Brevard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grandy, Hubbard, 


ee 


ee 

et 
CE: 

LI 


149 


—— 


commiitee had held a meeting, but had as yet com 
to no conclusion in relation to the subject for witch 
they were nominally organized. The fact was thai 
thei: apps ared to be superseded by oth 
committees, viz: the Committee on Public Build 
ings took charge of the expenditures under tha: 
head; the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
seneral expenses, and other committees of different 
branches of the service, as pointed out by the rules 
of the House. Mr. H. added that they were ready 
and willing to go into any examination which the 
House thought proper, and would report the result 
of their investigations to the House. 

Mr. WISE did not hear the gentleman's reply 
correctly, but if he had rightly uncerstood him, it 
was, in substance, that the committee had not gone 
into avy examination as yet, because they were 
net informed of their duties. Mr. W. woukl in- 
form the gentleman, that if he would look into the 
rules of the House, he would find what the duties 
of that committee were. No one could be mista- 
ken in them. 





duues 


Aes’ 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. MASON of Oh:o reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph E. Nourse. 

Mr. GRENNELL reported a bill for the reliet 
of Mary A. Patrick. 

: ROADS AND CANALS, 

Mr. JOLLNSON of Maryland reported a bill 
making an appropriation to complete that part o 
the great National road between Rockville, in Ma 
land, and the Monocacy river. 

When the “Committee on the Expenditures i: 
the Department of State,” was called, 

Mr. WISE inquired if that committee had h 
a meeting, and if it was probable that they would 
take up the subject committed to them, and mak: 
any report? 

No response was given. 

When the “Committee on the Expenditures i 
the Department of the Treasury” was called, 

Mr. WISE propounded the same inquiry. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont (the chairman) stated 
that the commitiee had pot, as yet, held any meet- 
ing; but they would do so, and expected to make a 
report in due season, a3 they should find it neces- 
sary. 

When the “Committee on the Expenditures in 
the Department of War” was called— 

Mr. WISE renewed the same ingniry. 

Mr, CLOWNEY (the chairman thereof) replie ! 
that the committee had held one meeting this s¢ 
sion, but had done nothing as yet. 

Mr. WISE propounded the same interrogatory 
when the ‘‘ Committee on the Expenditures im the 
Department of the Navy” was called, but no re- 
sponse was given. 

The ‘‘ Committee on the Expenditures in th 
Department of the Post Office” being called — 

Mr. WISE would make a speciad inquiry of the 
chairman of that committee, if they had looked at 
all into the expenses of the Past Office Department, 
or if it was probable that they would? 

No response was given. 

The same interrogatory was propounded by Mr. 
WISE when the “ Committee on the Expenditure 
on the Public Buildings” was called, but the result 
was the same as on the preceding. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, from the-se!ect 
committee appointed on the memorial of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, in relation to a deficiency of money 
received from the Bank of the Metropolis at the 
late special session, made the followimg report: 

The committee to whom the memorial of th 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of the Llth ot 
January was referred, respectfully report that, in 
pursuance of the orders of the House, they pro- 
ceeded to examine the books and papers of the 
Bank of the Metropolis and of the Sergeant-a'- 
Arms. This examination resulied inthe discovery, 
as the committee unanimousiy believe, that at the 
close of the late extra session of Congress an unin- 
tentional error was coinmitted at the basic in pay- 


‘ 


ing in gross and in specie, the checks of the Speaker 
for the pay of the members. 

The opinion of the committee that there is in the 
bank three thousand eight hundred and eighty-six 
dollars and seventy-one cents, to which the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms is entitied, has been communicated 














to the board of directors, and they have paid the 
um promp ily to Mr. Dorsey. 

The committee are much indebted to the board 
of directors for the use of a room in their banking 
house to conduct their examination, and ask the 

“House to discharge them from the further consi- 
deration of the subject. 

The report, having been read, was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 


the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th ult. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 


language, stated in the report of the Secretary of 


State to this House to have been printed and circu- 
lated by the Jaye minister from the Republic of 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from this 
country, and the name of the diplomatic function- 
ary from a foreign Government who communi- 


cated a copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary of 


State. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HOWARD to strike out all that part relating to 
the name of the diplomatic functionary, afler the 
word * country” in the eighth line. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks upon the resolution until 
the expiration of the morning hour; when 

‘Fhe CHAIR here announced the order of the 
day. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The question pending being as follows: 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That Messrs. 8S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25'h Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who had moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word “Resolved,” and 
inserting as follows: ‘That the resolution of this 
House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
S,mvue.tJ.Gnorson and Jorn F. H. Crarporne were 


duly elected members of the 25th Congress, was 
azreed to wiuhout a knowledge- of all the facts 


which were material to a cerrect decision of the 


question presented, and the same is hereby re- 
scinded.” 
Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 


Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in Novembe: 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 
Mr. BELL now modified his amendment as fo!- 
iows: 
Strikeout all afterthe word “‘resolred,” 
‘That the resolution of this House of the 


and insert 
sdot Oce- 


iober jJasi, dec! laring thet Samvern J. Guotson and 
Joun F. H. Crarporne were duly elected member 
fthe 25th Congress be rescinded, and that Messrs, 


GuHotson and Ciarsorne are notduly elected mem- 
of the 25th Congress 


Resoived, ‘That S.S. Prentiss and T I Word 
ere ed nemobers of ne Sth ‘ mieress 
n rst Monday and day following in No- 


em} ist, and that they are entitled to take their 

eats in this Hlouse as such. 

Mr. B. explained his object to be to inake the 
latter a distinct proposition. 

Mr. PRENTISS resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks in reply to the gentlemen who had addressed 
the House in support of the sitting members. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded 
question. 

Mr. PARK ER moved a call of the Hlouse. 

Mr. BOON called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and were—vyeas 190, 
nays 19. 

So a call of the House was ordered, and was 
proceeded in for some time, the names of the ab- 
sentees called over, anc al! excused but four, when 

Mr. BRONSON moved that sé! further procee4- 
ings in the call be dispensed with 

Mr. WISE asked for the veas and nays. mothe 
motion, which were ordered, and were—vyeas 129, 
nays 98. 

So the further proceedings on the eal] were dis- 
pensed with,and the question recurring upon se- 


the previous 
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conding the motion for 
lers being ordered, it 
ayes 107, noes 111. 


So th re WAS NO sec nl 


Mr. HAYNES then bri 


Sv addressed the House 
in support of the sitting inembers. 

Wir. WISE called fer a division of the question 
on the amendment, so as to take the question sepa- 
rately on the latter part of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion to Mrike out 
and insert was not divisible by the rule. 

Mr. BELL then withdrew the latter part of his 
amendment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN 


the previous question, tel- 
tecided ju the negative— 


then called for the veaS and 


nays on the amendment of Mr. Bei; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 119, nays 112, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrig Bell, Riddle, Bond, Borden, Briges. William 


B. Calin, Joha Cathoon, William B 
Carter, Chambers, Cue ath um, Childs, 
win, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cus 


Campbell, William B 
< owney, Cotfin, Cor- 
ing, Darlington, Dawson 


' 


Davies, Deber:y, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everet!, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
Jan : Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves. Gren 


nell, Grifiix, Mall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Hienry, William Herod. Ozden Hotfman, George W. Hopkins, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W. C. Johnsen, 
Lawier, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Ma 
son, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, McKennan 
Menetee. Mereer, Milligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton. Pearce, Peck, 


Harp r, Hastings, Haw 





Pickens, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Re +t, Rencher, Ri- 
chardeon, Ridgway, Robertson, Rt um ey, Russell, Sawver, 
Aueustine HU. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
. . : ‘ a ™ ’ 
Slade, Southeate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, ee 


Villinwhast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John 
ha Whittlesey. Lewis Williams, Sherrod W ‘Heme 3, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Willams, Wise, and 
Yorke—119 

NAYS—Moesst Anderson, Andr w 3, Atherton, Beaty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdeall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Byaum, Cambreleng, J yn Campbell, T. J. 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, ¢ ney, Clark, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
eoole. Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, 


Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glaacock, Grant, Gray, 
Weoley, Hamn 1. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Helsev, Holt, 
Howard, Habley, William H. HWanter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, 
Jnhez Jackson. J. Johnsen, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Martin, Ro- 


bert McClellan. Abraham Me 


‘lellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montocomery, Moore, Morgan, 


Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 


Murray. Noble, Owens. Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pavni e v 
Pr w@ey, Petrikin, Phelps, Plomer, Potter, Pra 
P .Reilv, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor Stith, Sny ler. Spen 


cer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas. Titus, Toncey, Turney, Vail, 
Vandeve r. Wagener, Welt . aan TI iomas T. Whitde 
ev. Javed W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—112. 
So the amendment was ound to; and the ques- 
lion reeurring upon the resolution as amended— 
Mr. HOWARD rose and remarked that they had 
arrived at a stage in these proceedings at which he 
wished to and wished the House to panse, 
in order tosee in what direction they should next 
shape the:rr conrse. He would not question the 
validity of the decision just made; but so much 
subject, that he had 
msideration the sugeestion 
irown ont yesterday by the gentleman from Vir- 
send the election back to 


past 


lonbt hung upon the whole 


t¢ ‘ren into his Sseriorss ci 
t} 


ginta, (Mr. Mason) to 


After some further remarks, Mr. H. submitted 
& propos tion to that effect, as an amendment to 
the mé ment ist ado pted. 

N TiTOMPSON of South Carolina rose, and 
tated that he was reanested toannounce that Messrs. 
Wrantiss and Word, members elect from the State 
of Missi pi, were now tn attendance before the 


House, and were ready vali 


'o be qualified. 
The CHAIR informed the gentleman 
House had adopted no resolution. It had 
12 amendment, but had adopted no 
relation to this matter 


Mr. McKAY stated that he 


amendment of the gent 


that the 
adepted 
resolation in 
had voted for the 
leman from Tennessee, be- 
cause he believed the e'ection, held in the State of 
Mississippi, in July last, was not in conformity 


with the Copstito tion of the United States. He 
further stated that it was not his intention, by that 
vate, to give the seats vacated to the members here 
claiming seats. Tle was of the same opinion ex- 


pressed on yesterday by the gentleman from Virgi- 
- al sin favor of sending 

ssissippi the whole matter. 

ly exp'ai 


? 


back to the 
Mr. Meck. 
red his view of the con- 


tuo ul Q Tes! ) 


Aftér some further remarks by Messrs. BE LL, 
.ENG, and THOMPSON, 


| Berks county, 


| that body, to wit: 








iene 


Mr. OWENS moved that the House ad journ 
lost. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question, but the House refused te second 
it—ayes 95, noes 119. . 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the veas and nays 
the amendment of the gentleman 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD, at the 


from Marviand: 


suggesvuon 


McKAY, modified his amendment by declayip. 
that Messrs. Prentiss and Word were not ay 
elected. 


Mr. McKAY suggested that the gentleman yp 
dify his amendment so as to declare that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word are not duly elected member 
of the 25th Congress. 

Mr. HOWA RD modified his amendment as fol- 

wwe: “And that Messrs. Prentiss and Word ar 
a entitled to seats in this Honse as members of 
the 25th Congress; and that their seats be declared 
vacated, and that the Speaker of this House jn- 
form the Governor of Mississippi of that fact.” 

Mr. THOMPSON then moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking cut all after the names o| 
Messrs. “Prentiss and Word,” and 
the words “are duly elected, but are not 
to seats.” 

After a few remarks by Mr. TILLINGHAST. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his amendme: 

Mr. BELL moved an adjournment. 
out a division. 

Mr. PATTON made a few remarks in opposi- 
tion to the amendment of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland. 

Messrs. HAYNES and GLASCOCK supported 
the amendment in a few remarks, and it was op 
posed by Messrs. POPE and UNDERWOOD 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

The House then adjourned. 


substitute 
entitled 


Lost with- 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Jan. 31, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a conimu 
cation from the Postmaster General, containing a 
list of fines imposed on, and deductions made from 
the pay of, contractors, ending Ist July, 1837. 

Also, a statement of contracts entered into, an 
offers made, for carrying the mail during the yea: 
ending on the Ist July, 1837. 

Which were laid on the table, and ordered 
printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Timothy Powers, a soldier of the Revolution 
praying a pension under the act of 1832: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SOUTH ARD presented the petition of Ca- 
roline A. Reeves, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial from sundry citizens of New 
Jersey, (529,) praying for the abolishment 
slavery in the District of Columbia: the motion to 


| receive was laid on the table. 


Mr. S. also presented some documents in relation 
to an increase of the pay of certain c'erks connect- 
ed with the Marine Corps: referred to Commit 
on Naval Affairs 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from the cit!- 
zens of Burlington county, in New Jersey, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas: ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, the memorial of the anti-slavery society o! 
Pennsylvania, recently assembled at Harisburg, 
remonstraling against annexing Texas to the Union. 

Also, one of similar purport, from cit zens o! 
Pennsylvania: laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES said he rose to do what he had 
never before been called on to perform while in 
to present petitions in relation to 
the abclition of slavery. He would present them, 
in compliance with his duty. They were 
by 150 persens, men and women, One asked for 
the abolishment of the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia, the other for its abolishment in the Ter- 
ritories, and one against the slave trade in the 
States; also, one remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas. That relating to Texas was laid on 
the table, and on those relating to slavery, the mo- 
tion to receive was laid on the table. 

Mr.‘TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims 


. | 
Signed 





reported a bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith. 
accompanied with a report, which was erdered to be 
printed. ; 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, moved 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the report communicated from the War Depari- 
ment, in relation to the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of Black, White, and St. Francis rivers, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

On the question as to the most appropriate re- 
ference, some incidental remarks were made by 
Messrs. LINN, SEVIER, and TIPTON, showing 
the magnitude of these rivers, and their vast im- 
portance to the inland navigation of the Western 
States. 

The motion was laid on the tab'e at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. KING, who pledged himself to do all 
in his power to favor the views of those gentle- 
men, consistent with his duty to the Constitution 
and the people. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the several me- 
morials, praying for an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the frigate Raritan, made a report 
thereon. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Committee on 
the District of Columbia was authorized to employ 
a clerk. 

The reports of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
unfavorable to the petitions of John McCleary and 
William Patton, were severally considered and 
concurred in. F 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of William Hunter. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolut’on, 
which was considered and adopted. 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the different reports 
of the commissioners appointed under the acts of 
July, 1832, and 1833, tor the final adjustment of 
private land claims, in the State of Missouri, as 
have not been acted on by Congress be referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, leave was grant- 
ed to John MeCleary to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

The bill to change the times of holding the Cir- 
cu t Court ef the Unite | States for the seventh cir- 
cuit, was read the third time and passed. 

The billto amend the act entitled “an act to pro- 
vide for the appointment of commissioners to ad- 
just and settle claims to reservations of land under 
the 14th article cf the treaty of 1830 with the Choc- 
taw Indians,” was also read the third time and 
passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The CHLAIR announced as the special order 
“the bill to impose additional duties as deposita- 
ries, upon certain public officers, to appoint Receiv- 
ers Genera! of Public Money, and to regulate the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic moneys of the United States.” 

Mr. CLAYTON observed that there were some 
other bills on the special order, which had the pre- 
cedence over this bill. 

Mr. ‘TIPTON observed that the Cumberland 
Road bill was before the one just announced, 
though he should not press its claims at present, 
being willing to let the discussion commence and 
progress on the latter; but he gave notice, that if 
the debate should continue long, he would feel it 
his duty to move to lay by the bill, 2nd take up that 
for the Cumberland Road. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved to postpone the 
previous orders, for the purpose of taking up the 
Sub-Treasury bill. 

Mr, CLAY rose, and addressed the Clair as 
follows: Mr. President, the proposition of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, as I understand it, 
is to postpone all the orders of the day which pre- 
cede that measure which is usually called the Sub- 
Treasury bill, for the purpose of taking that bill 
up. Sir, for myself [ am ready, and always 
ready, to meet that bill when it does come up, and 
to discharge my duty in respect to itas far as I can, 
with such power and humble ability as I possess. 
But I have risen on the present occasion to make a 
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_oposition, or, rather to recommend to the friends 
Of this bill themselves to make ene. 

It has been said, and said correetiy, by the hono- 
rable chairman of the Finance Committee, that 
this bill is of immense importance; and, sir, it is 
my deliberate opinion that there has been no bil, 
from the commencement of the Government, of 
such momentous magnitude, or fraught with such 
tremendous consequences, as this. Sir, Lhave no 
desire to create undue prejudice against this mea- 
sure, but I declare my full and solemn conviction 
that all the calamities of war with the most potent 
power on earth would be a blessing compared with 
the consequences of this measure. Sir, | believe it 
will lead to the consolidation of the Government, 
or rather the powers of the Government, in its 
Federal authority, and that it will tend to destroy 
the power and influence of the States them«elves. 
It will place at the feet of the Secretary of the 
Treasury a power equal to the combined power of 
the 800 or 900 banks dispersed throughout the 
Union; and, superadded to this, the whole power of 
the late Bank of the United States. All this, sir, 
would be the ultimate result of this measure, if 
adopted; it will place all this power at the feet of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who himself lies at 
the feet of the President of the United States! 

Entertaining these opipions of this measure, it 
is my Wish, not on my own account, nor on that of 
ithe friends with whom I am in the habitof acting, 
but for the sake of the country, that this measure 
should not now be taken up. [ wish that we should 
receive from our constituents, the States and the 
people, such instruction or expressions of their 
wil! and opinion as they gay choose to transmit to 
this city. The Legislatures of several States are 
now deliberating on the subject, and some of them 
have adopted resolutions upon it which have not 
yet reached us. At Richmond we know something 
has beendone. Sir, I want to hear from the West, 
from Albany, from Richmond, from all quarters 
of the country that are so deeply and vitally inte- 
rested in this measure, before we take the vote 
upon it; and from Harrisburg especially, though 
last not least, that we may hear what the Keystone 
State has to say on this subject. 

Sir, | say, with surprise, that I cannot compre- 
hend the recent reversal of the course of leeisla- 
tion in Congress. In the good old days of former 
times, what was the course of legislation? ‘Then, 
all great measures originated—where? In this 
branch? No, sir: they eriginated with people’s re- 
presentatives in the other end of the capitol. Mea- 
sures relating to taxes, the public treasure, to our 

armies and navies, originated where they ought to 
origina'e, with those who are nearest the people. 
There these great and important measures were 
matured and sent to the Senate. Lut this safe, 
Republican, Democratic course of legislation has 
been totally reversed. Sir, why is this? Is it the 
resultof any peculiar composition of the Senate, 
making it nearer the Executive, or a better mirror 
of its views, that these reversed proceedings have 
beenadopted. At this sessfon the army bill has origi- 
nated here ; yesterday the land bill (that great 
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to wait for these instructions from legislative bodies 
and other proper and popular sources, in relatios 
to this measure, rather than thus to hurry its prs- 
sege. Sir, is it right thus to act—to commit our- 
selves, our judgment, and our opinions, to this mea- 
sure, till these high and legislative authorities shal! 
be heard from? 

I shall make no motion: I have risen for no suc! 
purpcse; but to recommend to the friends of the 
measure to wait a few days or weeks longer, till we 
hear from those bodies who have the subject under 
consideration. 

Mr. WRIGHT, in reply, went briefly into the 
history of the progress of this bill, again alluded to 
the complaints of delay which he said had been 
made by the opponents of the bill, and expressed 
his readiness to submit to the will of the Senate as 
tu further delay. He would not now discnss the 
propriety of originating such measures in the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked on the alleged ob- 
ject of former delay, that it was to have time for 
Senators to examine and consider the bill, and to 
prepare substitutes and amendments, and said that 
a good deal of feeling was excited when it was 
hinted that the real object was to gain time. He 
was not disposed to doubt the sincerity of there 
reasons for delay; but could any Senator nuw take 
that ground for farther postponement? 

He agreed with the Senator from Kentucky that 

this bill wasof the deepest import; it claimed the 
profoundest and earlies attention of this body; and 
the Senator could not have greater confidence in 
the correctness of his opinions than Mr C 
in his. 

The Senator says it will greatly augment Exee- 
tive patronage. 
Mr. CLAY. 

will. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I shall be glad to meet the 
Senator on that question; for if ever there was a 
question about which I had perfect contidence, it 
is that. So far from augmenting, it will diminish, 
not only Executive patronage, but that of the Go- 
vernment generally, more than any other measure 
I will not discuss that question now; but, come 
when it will, I stand prepared to make good my 
ground. 

It was formerly urge by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky that this measure would create disunion; 
but, as it is out of order now, I suppose, to speal 
of disunion, itis therefore now urged by the Sena 
tor thatit will cause consolidation. Sir, I feel 
equal confidence in my ability to meet this question 
as to meet the other. 

3ut the Senator says the State Legislatures are 
in session, and wishes to hear further the expression 
of public sentiment. “Fhis is a reason for progres- 
sing with the bill. Let us argae here and let our 
arguments go to the States, pro and con; we can 
discuss the subject better than the States, as we are 
necessarily possessed of fall information; and, be- 
fore we come to a decison, most of the State Legis- 
latures will have adjourned. The political friends 
of the Senator in the Legislatures would, | doub: 
not, like to be enlightened by his views on the sub- 









































































































. had 









I did not say so; but I now say it 







































































































































Agrarian project) was passed here; and now we ject. But there are other reasons for preceeding at 
have the Sub-Treasury project here intreduced. once. The state of commerce and the business 0! 









Sir, is this the proper branch of Congress for the 
origin of such vast measures? Why are they 
originated here? 

But again: is it not a consideration of peculiar 
fitness, that we should hear from the other House 
before we send them this bill again? Last year we 
sent it, nearly as it now is, except that the present 
bill is far more objectionable, mischievous, and 
moxstrous than it was; and what became of it? Sir, 
it was unacceptable to the representatives of the 
peopie. They did notchoose to adopt this new ex- 
periment on our prosperity, and they laid it on the 
table, where I hoped it would lie iu perpetual and 
eternal repose. Why, then, is this measure again 
brought before us, before we hear from the other 
House? Let it be considered there, and let us hear 
from the representatives of the people their views 
on this subject. 

Sir, I do not know what will be fate of this mea- 
sure; but I put it to the consideration of the honora- 
ble chairman of the committee and his friends, 
whether it is not more in character for the Senate 


the country demand an early decision. 

But the Senator complains that the order of bn 
ness has been reversed; that great measures, fo1 
merly originated onty in the Elouse, are now 
originared in the Senate. ‘The Senate is 
smaller body; and, from the necessity of the ca 
ithas taken the lead. The Senate formerly 
with closed doors on legislative as well as execu- 
tive business; and if the Senators argument 
good, they should do so now. But the Senate ts 
more numerous 2nd popular now than it was then. 
I hope the bill will be taken up, and let the ar 
ment proceed, even if we do net come to a deci- 
sion before we obtain all the information which the 
Senator desires. We can wait for the decision, and 
letthe arguments go on. 

Mr. CLAY said, the honorable Senatcr with a 
vast deal of self-complavency ,avows his readiness at 
all times to meet and repel arguments from «any 
quarter on the points to which he has alluded. Sir, 
itis not my habit to give challenges in advance; 
but the Senator may rest assared, that with whatever 
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a 
abiljty he may prove there is no augmentation of 
Executive palronage by this measure, I think fat 
less ability may prove the contrary, when the ques- 
tion comes up; and that consolidation, also, of the 
powers of the Government is a necessary conse- 
quen » of the measure under consideration. I shall 
not en‘’+rinto the argument now; all my argumeat 
is desygned to show the vast importance of this 
measure, and o.invite the Senate to wait the ex- 
pressions ol opinions which we have cause to ex- 
pect from all quarters of the Union. 

But the Senator thinks we ought not to wait, but 
first argue the subject here, an {send out our opi- 
nions 40 the jury of the country. But suppose a 
Senator commits himseli for or against the measure, 
and instructions come directing him to take the op- 
posite course; what is he to do then? Must he 
take back his argument and eat his words? No, 
let us inquire, and get our instructions in the good 
old way, and let us obey them. Let us not commit 
ourselves one way or the other, ull we hear from 
our constituents. 

Mr. C, again urged that important measures 

ht t) originate, as formerly, in the other House. 

He would make no motion to delay this bill, 
and ne objection to Mr. Hurrarp’s motion, If 
the friends of this measure, said Mr. C. will not 
wait for further information, let them come on; we 
are prepared for them, and ready to meet even 
their redonbtable champion from South Carolina, 
and to show that the tendency of this measurg is 
to overturn the liberties of the people, and to give 
to one man the powers of the Government. 

The Senator says it is not pow in order to speak 
of disunion; and he does not see that this measure 
in lead both to consolidation and disseveranc 
Sir, L said at the last session, and I now repeat, 
that the want of a uniform currency is unfavorable 
to union, and its tendency is unfriendly to its exist- 
ence; and I say, also, that consolidation is a result 
of this measure; that itis dangerous and destruc- 
tive to the Union, becaus? it will appear that it is 
ruinous to the best interests of the couniry, and de- 

structive to liberty. 

As to the Senator’s readiness to repel arguments 
whenever the question shall arise, I trust I can 
show to the country, to every anprejudiced man, 
that the consequences which I have mentioned will 

nsue from this measure. 


Sir, let the motion ot the Senator from New 
Htampshire prevail, af the frend this measure 
are not disposed tu wait and hear from the hich 
authorities that are now considering it; and let 
them precipitate themselves down the road to ruin 


in which they are proceeding, the rin 
only of the Adininistration, but of the 
are ready to act for their salvation in the best 
manner we can. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that, ifhe understood t! 
Senator from Kentacky, he would make no furt 
objection to the aloption of the motion which he 
had made to postpone the previous orders for the 
purpose of taking up, for co sid ‘ration, the Sub- 
Treasury bill, (as uw had been ealled. At the 
same time, the Senator said he would ion to the 
friends of this bill to give their assent to a further 
postponement of this measure; and he had submit- 
ted the reasons which cught, iv his judgment, to 
in Ince the friends of this measure to comply with 
his request. He had allentivels heard those rea- 
sons; he believed that he well understoud them 
and, according to his poor understanding, 
sons which he has urged for delay, are 
which should induce an early and an 
tion upon this subject. 

The Senator, in stating the importance of this 
measure, remarked “that all the calamities of war 
with the most potent power on earth 


the rea- 
reasons 


tnmediate ac- 


° would be a 
blessing compared with the effects of this measure 
upon the country.”’ If this bullis fraveht with con- 
sequences so disastrous, so fatal to the prosperity 
of the country, it is ine iat its pregnant evils 
houid be portrayed, aad for one he 
anxious to have this measure «examined, 
roughly consilere!, fer he had rezarded win an 
eniively different baht irom the 8 ert Ken- 
iucky; and if the efli cts of this measure would be 
more calamitous to the country and ruinous than a 
war with the most potent power on earth, it was high 
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cover the alarming, but hi Iden, 


irtant measure The fact sta- 
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il ul fur ware a aciton 

een me Vv iaeé S 7 


y, Which he thinks of sulficient 


uce the friends of this bill to post- 


it, and that is, that the Senate 
information from the Legisia- 


1 
itt 


1, before they take up the 


the Senate, that the Legislature 
tates are now considering th 


t the Senate should delay ac- 


latures are heard from. 


says he wants to hear from Rich- 
mond and from Albany before he acts. ‘Thi 


gestion ought not to delay the action of the Senate 
‘rtainty that the Legislatures wou!d 
adopt any de‘inite resolutions in relati on to the 
If they did, they wonld have, and th 

an influence upon the course of those 
ht receive instructions from the 
State Legislatures. When in- 
ved, he had no doubt that they would 


the members of this body with all the 
respect to which they yould be entitled. Th 
hould the fact of the ps ndency of th 
ject before the State Legislatures det 
from performing 
this intere 


of this sub- 


c 


» ol 
eter ine 


its duty? The discussion here on 


ct may have an influcnce els 
or going forward, to do what 


vd | ve the action and the cone 


oy of the Senate for the coa- 
nie on and ju ts gment of the people 


The Senator from Kentucky has urged as a fur- 
the S senate ought not now to pro- 


should have originated in the 


Representatives. 


The Senator says t! 


iat things of late seem greatly 


that the Senate of the United States re- 
cently has became the originator of important mea- 
sures, which ought to have had their origin in that 
Government nearest to the people 
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and approved practice of the 


hes of the Government in relation 


\ 
ut ol the pablic bus hess, has 


prom tse bill, and the bill 

(the United States, measure 
if honora! le Senator, had th r 
of the Uni ed States? Is li not 


tt 


itfer measure was actually 


TTouse of Representatives with- 


[the previous question? 
a the recoiieetion of every 


‘ro most important measui 


ein in tae Senate? ITTe would 


the memorable articles of im- 
presented against the late 
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United States. They had th 
branch of the Government. Each 


sted, and will continue to act, 
! 


ibility. Each branch of the 


of Congress will originate such 
as may be deemed proper and expedient, 
h their limitations upon their power as 
the Constitution. There can be no 


it Was enure'y competent for the Senate 
to have > originated this bill. 


The measure is within 


and it 1s in no sense interfering 


» louse of R presentatives for 


nted to their consideration, 


of the American people, 


Ihe Senator advises that the friends of this bi! 
in the Senate should not proceed to act until they 
shall have heard from the House of 


tepresenta- 
mas ed at the last session a bill 
in the one now before the 


id that bill was, by a vote of the Hous: 


Tots furnishes no reason for 


nad todo tts duty, and 


ntatives to do theirs. 
difiered from the Senator from 
Kentucky ia supposing that this particular mea- 
sure;was more objectionable than that. He, for 
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one, believed that this bill now before the Se 


i lal 
would be found more acceplab] e (so far as re} 


ia 
to details) to the American people than - 
‘here was not, however, any difference in prince 
ple between the two bills; they beth fo a 
tire Separation of the Government tr 


collection and disbursement « 


nue; they both looked to an important 
the character of the currency in which that reve: 
. here ift ‘ri to be ¢ lect vl and disbur ] 
He had noticed all the reasons wh 
tor had presented, and which ] 
ificient to induce the friends of this e 
postpone for the present its consideration. As on 


of Lie friends of this bill, he must : ay that the 


rea 
sons stated are far from satisfying his mind as ¢ 
» propriety of the wishe -for post ponement. H 
janiacoad ‘them as furnishing powerful indu 
ments for eae action; and he trusted, after 
what the Senator had said, that there woul! be no 


further opposition to the a loption of his mowuon. 

The previous orders were now postponed, an 
the bill talren up. 

Mr. WRIGHT then addressed the Senate 
specch of considerable length, explaining 
vocating ihe provisions and objects of the bill, and 
answering the objections to it; after wl 

On motion of Mr. KING, 


in a 


a lad 
aha ad 





The Senate went into the consideration of Ex 
cutive business; afier which, it adjourned. 
IIOUS"S OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrspay, Feb. 1, ] 
Mr. RHETT called the attention of the Cha 
to the om n of his name in the vote of ye 


day, on the amendment of Mr. Bett on the M 
SiSSIppt election case. Mr. R. had voted int 
negative, and the House directed the correction 
be made, thereby making the resul 
nays 113. 

Reports from committees were then called to 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported Senate bil! « 
an amendment, for the relief of the 
tatives of Henry Morfitt, deceased. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. PARKER reported un‘avorably 


t—yeas I19 


= 
iClai repre sel 


( ih) 
claim of Lewis Evans; and on his mot a 
rejerred to the Committee of the Whole Hous 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. FAIRFIED reported a bill for the relic 

4 ander Scott 

remy va 


RELATIONS WITH MEXIC«t 
The Flouse.then resumed the consideration 6| 
the following resolati yn, submitted by Mr. Anams 
on the 18th 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the President of the United Stat 
erequesicd to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 
inguage, stated in the epee ot the Secretary ot 
State to this House to have been printed and eireu- 
lated by the late minister from the Republic o 
Mexico, Goro: liza, before his departure from th 
conntry, and { name of the diplomatic function- 
ary from a on Government who communica- 
ted a copy said pamphlet to the Secretary of 
State. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr 
Howarp to strike out all that part relating to the 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“conntry,” in the eigh’h line. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro 
ceeded with his remarks upon the resolution unt! 
the expiration of the morning hour, when 

The CHAIR announced the special order of the 
day. 

Mr. JENIFER made an uusuccessful effort to 
induce the House to take ap cn their first and se- 
cond reading, sundry bills from the Senate lying 
on the Speaker’s table, merely for their commil- 
ment to ihe appropriate committees. 

MISSISSIPPI EEECTION. 

The Hfouse then resumed the consideration of 
the Mississip»i election case, the question being 
on the amended resolution of Mr. Bett adopted 
by the House vesterday. 

“Resolved, That the resolution of this House of 
the 3d of October last, declaring that Samus. J. 
Gnotson and Joun F.H.Cuaiporne were duly elect- 


ap 


Con 
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ed members of the 25th Congress, be rescinded, and 
that Messrs. Gnotson and Crairorne are not duly 
elected members of the 25th Congreess.” ; 

The question pending was on the following 
amendment of Mr. Flowarp: 

“And that Messrs Prentiss and Word are not 
entitled to seats in this House as members of the 
95th Congress, and that their seats be declared va- 
cated, and that the Speaker of this House inform 
the Governor of Mississippi of that fact.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD being entitled to the floor, 
he gave way to 

Mr. HOWARD, who modified his amendment 
as follows: 

“ Resolved, That Samuel S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not members of the Twenty-filih Con- 

ress.” 

Mr. H. said, if that amendment should be agreed 
to by the House, he should then move the follow- 
ing, as an addition : 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House do 
communicate a copy of the above resolutions to the 
Governor of the State of Mississippi.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD again gave way to 

Mr. POPE who read, and stated his intention to 
submit the following amendment: 

‘“ And further resolved, That ArcuipaLp YELL 
is not entitled to a seat in this House, as a mem- 
ber of the twenty-fifth Congress, and that the seat 
of the representative from the State of Arkansas 
be, and the saine is hereby, declared to be vacant, 
and that the Speaker of this House inform the 
Governor of the State of Arkansas of that fact.” 

The CHAIR remarked that the proposition 
being on a subject having no connection with that 
under consideration, was not in order. 

The question being then propounded on the 
amendment of Mr. Howarp as modified— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired of the Crair if the 
question was not susceptible of division, of striking 
out and inserting, as he had reason to believe the 
Cuair had reviewed his decisioh in the negative 
Jast night. 

The CHAIR stated that since the adjournment 
of the Honse last evening, he had conferred with 
the gentleman from Kentucky himself, with a 
member from Massachusetts aud others, and had 
carefully reviewed his decision, which had been 
hastily given. His opinion was based upon the 
“Parliamentary Manual,” but the forty-first rule 
of the House laid down a different doctrine, and 
by another rule of the House it was provided that 
the “Manual” should be the law, where it did not 
conflict with the rules. The rule, therefore, hav- 
ing the preference, the Chair accordingly now de- 
cided that the question was susceptible of division. 

Some conversation ensued between the CHAIR 
and Mr. BELL as to an incidental point of order; 
but no action grew out of it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then proceeded to address 
the House in opposition to Mr. Howarn’s amend- 
ment, and against sending the election back to the 
people of Mississippi. 

Mr. CILLEY followed in reply. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out the word 
“not,” in Mr. Howarp’s amendment, so as to de- 
clare affirmatively that Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were entitled to their seats. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST then spoke at length in 
support of Messrs. Prentiss and Word, and against 
returning the election to the people. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia gave his reasons at 
length for the course he advocated some days 
since, for sending the election back. 

Mr. MENIFEE replied to Mr. Mason, and 
insisted that Messrs. Prentiss auu wvura were the 
duly elected members. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana was in favor of a refe- 
rence of the case back to the people, and gave the 
reasons of his epinion at length. e 

Mr. HOWARD explained the effect of his 
amendment, which was to negative the claims of 
all the parties, and send the election back. 

Mr. WHITE moved an adjournment: lost—ayes 
80, noes 104. 

Mr. PRENTISS replied to Messrs. Mason and 
Wuire, and argued at length against the proposi- 
tion of reference to the people. 

The House then adjourned. 
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TO THE .EDITORS OF THE GLOBE. 

I have scen in several newspapers an account of 
the debate on Mr. Catnopn’s resoluticns, in which 
is a mistake as it regards my colleague (Mr. Ar- 
LEN;) 1 am made to refer to Mr. ALLEN as denying 


the iight of trial by jary, to persons claimed a 
fugitive slaves. Lhave no recollection that Mr 


ALLEN said any thing on that subject. sly re- 
mark was made in reply to Mr. Youne, and his 
name ought to be where Mr. ALLeN’s has 
placed by mistake. This is my recollect: 
matter, and justice to my colleague, (Mr 
requires of me this explanation. 

THO. MORRIS. 
Chamber, Feb. 1, 1832. 


been 
1 ot the 
ALLEN) 


Senate 
IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 1, 1838. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition o! 
Major R. L. Baker, Brevet Major in the ordnance 


| corps of the United States, praying Congress to 
| grant him his brevet pay, for reasons set forth in 


the petition: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented two memorials 
from a number of citizens of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, protesting against the passage of the 
international copy right law: laid on the table, (the 
bill on the subject having been reported,) and 


Mr. BUCHANAN also 
from a number of umbrella manufacturers of the 
city of Philadelphia, asking a return of dutie 
which the petitioners allege have been exacted from 
them against law: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens of Missouri, praying for an appro- 
priation to indemnify them for property taken from 
them by a decision of the Supreme Court: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the report of the 


presented a memorial 


| Secretary of War in the case of John Rodgers and 


others, was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of Rock river, Hlinois, on the 
subject of pre-emption rights: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions, both 
from men and women residing in New York and 
Ohio, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union. 

Mr. MORRIS also presented several petitions 
signed by men, and some signed by v omen, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, and moved that the 
petitions be received. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the motion to receive 
these petitions be laid on the table: carried. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which the subject had been re- 
fetred by a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill 
setting apart a tract of land on the western borders 
of Missouri and Arkansas as bounty lands for per- 
sons engaged for a term of years in the defence of 
the frontiers. The bill was read and ordered to a 
second reading; and the report of the committee 
accompanying the bill, with the documents, was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, tifteen hundred ex- 
tra copies of the report and documents were ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition and papers of John Rod- 
gers. . 

On motion o{Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
Pensions was authorized to employ a cleric. 

Mr. RYGGILBS presented the petition of Tho- 
mas Marta ying remuneration for expenses 
incurred in We ending himself against an unjust 
prosecntion: referred to the Cummittee on Coin- 
merce. 

Mr. NORVELL presented three sets of resolu- 
tions from the Legislature of Michigan, on the 
subject of harbors, light houses, &c.; which, with- 
out reading, were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


the 


On motion of Mr. KING, the report of the Se- 
cretary of War, with the examinations showing 
the hecassity Of ceriain hight houses, beacons, buoys, 


&c. in Raritan Vay, was ordered ta be printer 
The report of the Committ Naval Af 

nnftavera te to the } huon of CH ss G. Hunter, 

Vas ta »up and consider rd. or ion 


by 4 IMnoOcto ‘ 
Mr. WALL, laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the b 
} } 


wp 
mentary to the act to amend the judiciary system 
of the United States was taken un; and afier bei 
néed, on motion of Messrs. SEVIER an 


LINN, was crdered to be engros: 
reading. 

Mr. KING moved t 
secretary of War 
and Black river, in 


» take up the re; of 
on the examinations otf White 
Arkansas; which was 
to, and the same was referred to the ¢ 
Commerce. 
Mr. RUGGLES submitied the following resolu- 
tion, Which lies one day for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasny 
communicate to the Senate the : 
made to him by Captata M. C. Perry, en the sub- 
ject of the light house system of the U 


agr 


Omunittee 


Mr. SEVIER submiited the following resolu- 
tion, Which lies one day for eonsideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the PD 
Columbia be, and they are hereby, tastructed to u 
auive into the state and condition of the Orphans 


Courgin the county of Washington, and to a 

tain what legislation be necessary in relation 

thereto, with power to send for persons and paper 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Senate up the bill to addi 
tional duties as depositaries upon certain public 
officers, and to appoint Receivers General of pablic 
money, and to regulate the safe-k eping, transter, 
and disbursement, of the public moneys of the 
United States, 

Mr. WEBSTER. addressed the Senate in a 
speech of considerable ler 
bill. 

The amendments submitted 
Wricrer, ene to authorize 
Treasury to hite, temporaril 
the offices of the Receivers G 
providing that the receipts 
authorized by the ®d section, tor 
for the purchase of land, shall not | 
transfer or assignm 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the bill by 
strusing out the Qist section, which retat 
ing the surplus that may be in the‘ 
it exceeds ‘ 


Wray 


took impose 


ith, in Opposition to th 


yesterday by Mr. 


Secretary of t 


the the 
5 
y 


unable rooms fot 
{the othe: 


eiven by the Treasurer 


neral, an 


nt. were ra}i ', 


to fund- 
l'reasury, when 
four millions, by investment in State o 
United States securities, bearing interest. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had, in the course of his 
explanations of the bill yesterday, stated that th 


luced to ob t! 


provision Was intro ic Objection 
of those who contended thatthe bill would have the 
effectto accumulate money in the Treasury, He 
had nothing farther to say on the subject now, than 
io request that the question on the amendment 
might be taken by yeas and nay 

Mr. CALHOUN snid that he had read the bili 


with great care, and considered it exceedingly well 
drawn, and calculated to produce the m 
cial effects. iu he considered not 
in accordance with its genera! principles, and he 
therefore wished it to be struek out. One of the 
most Important objects of this measure was to 
avoid having a surplus. 


st benefi- 
! 


But this provision he 


He though’, therefore, 
it would improve the bill to strike out the section. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Cat- 
HOUN’S motion was adopted, yeas 24, nays 13, as 
tollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, Mouton, Norvell, 
Pierce, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith ot India- 
na, Spence, Walker, Wall, White, and Young 
—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clav tf Alabama, Cathbert, 
Hubbard, King, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Roane, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Williams, and 
Wright—13. 

The amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in; and the question ‘then 
being on engrossing the bill for a third reading, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays 
on this question; which were ordered. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to fill up the blank 
in the twenty-eighth section with $10,000, for the 
purchase of a site and construction of an office for 
the Receiver General at St. Louis, and for fitung 
up rooms in the custom-house at Charleston, 5S. C. 
for th 1¢ purpose; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. moved to fill the blank for the salary of 
the Receiver General at New York, with the sum 
of $3,000. 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays on this 
question; which being ordered, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 25, nays 17, as follows: 

¥ AS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, 
Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Ni- 
cholas, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Swil!, Tipton, Webster, and Wh ie— 
be 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to fill up the blanks 
in the eighth, ninth, and eleven lines, for the sala- 
ries of the Receivers General at Boston, Charleston, 
and St. Louis, wiih the sum of $2,500 each; which 
was agreed to without a division, 

Mr. RIVES then said that he had the pmyect of 
an amendment, which he to offer. He 
had not anticipated, nor did hesuppose any gentle- 
man had, that any guestion would be taken so 
early, and, therefore, was not prepared with his 
amendment; but by to-morrow, if the Senate would 
indulge him so long, he would have the amendment 
ready. 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the bill be passed 
over informally, by general consent, so that it 
might still retain its prec edence on the orders; which 
was agreed to, 

The bill for the relief of the legal representative 
of John J. Bulow, jr. deceased, was taken up on 
the motion of Mr. HUBBARI?. 


designed 


Mr. KING alluded to the commission that had 
been appointed by > Government to go into the 
States of Georg a, Al Juma, al { Territory of I lo- 
rida, and ascertain the losses that h 


ad accrued, 
andto make a pr These Com- 
missioners had been through Alabama and Geor- 
gia, and had inade a_ partial report, and would, no 
doubt, be prepared to make a report during the 
present session; or, indeed, i they aid ie 
would submit it to the genticman from New Hamp- 
shire, whether it would not be better to wait antil 
authentic reports were made by the persons select- 
edfor that purpose, than go blindly into the adop- 
tion of a measure which might hereafter be seized 
onas a precedent to obtam improper payments 
from Government. We all know, (said Mr. K.) 
how these things are golten up; the statewents were 
generally ex parte, and would always present the 
fairest side on the part Let us, 
then, wait until we hear from | Commissioners, 
who would have an 


per report thereon. 


t, he 


f the petinouer. 


opportunity of ecross-ex- 
amining witnesses, cle. and asceriaiming from the 
facts, as they occurred on the spot, whether the pro- 
perty ought to be paid for or not. 

Mr. HUBBARD contended that the case came 
clearly within the principle establised by the law 
of 1816, and he believed on that subject there was 
no diversity of opinion. Le had examined the 
case with some care, and he thought ihe evidence 
conclusive, at least it was so to his mind. Another 
reason why it ought to be acted on, was that further 
legislation would be necessary before the commis- 
sion alluded could act, as every dollar of the ap- 
propriation was exhausted. 

Mr. SEVIER wished to know on what principle 
this money was claimed?) Were the troops in pos- 
session of the Llouse at the time it was destroyed, 
and if not, how Jong had it been evacuated? HH: 
wished some uniform principle established on the 
subject, as there was a vast amount of property 
ruined in Fiorida, and numerous applications would 
doubtless be presented to Congress. Mr. S. offered 
an amendment to the effect that the destructign of 
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the building should be in consequence of the occu- 
pancy by the United States troops. 

Mr. DAVIS, though friendly to the claimant, 
because he believed that he had been subjected to 
great loss, yet thought it better to wait for all the 
lacts. The bill, as it stood, involved principles that 
he was not disposed to sanction. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Franklin In- 
surance Company was taken up, and after being 
amended, by striking out “forty” and inserting 
“twenty” (the number of years for the duration of 
the charter,] it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Febuary 2, 1838. 

The CHAIR laid before the House a message 
from the President of the United States, communi- 
cating the ninth annual report of the Board of 
Commissioners of the penitentiary at Washington, 
D.C, 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
laid on the table. 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that, some time 
since, the Committee of Ways and Means had re- 
ported adversely against sundry memorials of 
claimants under the Neapoiitan indemnity, praying 
Congress either to authorize the purchase of stock, 
or the issuing of stock in exchange for it. Against 
these two propositions, the committee had reported. 

In one of the memorials there was a third pro- 
position, that the claimants should be authorized to 
sell the indemnity and become their own agents 
for its disposal, to which Mr. C. supposed there 
would be no objection. It was an inquiry, how- 
ever, belonging not to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, but to that on Foreign Affairs, and 
he, therefore, moved that the former be discharged 
from that portion of the subject, and that it be re- 
ferred to the latter; which was agreed to. 

Mr. RENCHER reported adversely on the me- 
morial of Richard Clay and James Lowell; which 
was laid on the table. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported Senate 
bill, with a recommendation that it do not pass, for 
the relief of Caroline E. Clitherell. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH moved that the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the number and 
compensation of ofheers of the customs, be printed 
for the use of the House; which was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGCMERY reported a bill to pro- 
vide for additional clerks in the Post Office De- 
partment, in the Auditor’s office connected there- 
with, and for other purposes. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. TOUCEY made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Abraham Morrison. 

On motion of Mr. 'TOUCEY, the unfavorable 
report made some days since in the case of Tho- 
mas Chapman, was recomimitted to that commit- 
tee. 

Mr. CILLEY reported a bill fer the relief of 
John H. Shepherd, administrator of Abiah Wool. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill to limit the ope- 
ration of the third section of the act of the 4th 
of March, 1529, entitled “An act confirming the 
reports of the register and recgiver of the land 
office of the district of St. Step yens, in the State 
of Alabama, and for other purpgges.”’. 

Mr. HARLAN also reporte&a_ resolu'ion di- 
recting the Committee on Private nd Claims to 
inquire into the expediency of reviving, for a li- 
muted time, the act of the 26th of M Ly, 1824, enti- 
tled “an act to enable claimants to land within the 
limits of the Siate of Missouri and the Territory of 
Arkansas to institute proceedings to try the validity 
of their claims,” and the act relating to the same 
of the 24th of May, 1828; which was concurred in. 
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Mr. LOOMIS made an unfavorable 
the memorial of Eli Hallbay, which was laid on the 
table; but, at the request of Mr. LEGARE, the re. 


port was withdrawn, and again referred to the com. 
mittec. 


report on 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER made an unfavorable 
report in the case of Basil Brown; which was lai 
on the table. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. M’CLELLAN of New York reported a b; 
for the relief of Frederick Sammons. 7 

Mr. SMITH made an unsuccessful effort to jy. 
duce the House to take up sundry bills from the 
Senate, with a view to their commitment to the a 
propriate committees. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apaus 
on the 18th ult. 

Resolved, That the President of the Untted Staje< 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamphlet, in the Spanish 
language, stated in the report of the Secretary ot 
State to this House to have been printed and cirey- 
lated by the late minister from the Republic of 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from thi; 
country, and the name of the diplomatic function- 
ary from a foreign Government who communicat- 
ed a copy of said pamphlet to the Seeretary oj 
State. 

he question pending was the motion of Mr 
Howarp to strike out all that part relating to th: 
name of the diplomatic functionary, after the word 
“country,”’in the eighth line. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks, and contended that the 
cases he had heretofore cited were much more c{- 
fensive to the Government than the publication of 
the pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza; that the Govern- 
ment then pursued a very different course from the 
course pursued now; that our Government was 
wrong in the position it had assumed, and that it 
must retrace its steps; that the position the Admi- 
nistration had pursued, was calculated to prevent 
our citizens from obtaining the claims which they 
had upon Mexico; and that the perpetual appeal! by 
our Government to Jones Thuraeler, ill comported 
with its former course of action. Mr. A. went int 
considerable details as to the course of our Govern 
ment formerly, and contended tiat the Administra- 
tion must retrace the steps it had taken. He also 
contended that the name of the diplomat fune- 
onary who communicated Gorostiza’s pamphiet 
to the Secretary ot State, ought to be communi- 
cated, not merely from the fact of his having 
communicated it, but from the remark which had 
accompanied it. He trusted that the House woul 
permit the name of this diplomatic funetionary 'o 
be given; but at any rate he hoped the resolution 
would not be rejected, but that it would be adopted 
speedily. 

Mr. HOWARD said, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had concluded his remarks with an 
expression that the House would decide this ques- 
tion immediately, he would not detain it long. He 
would have been willing, at the outset of the gen 
tleman’s remarks, that the House should have de- 
cided the question, without further debate upon this 
collateral point, which he did not think of very much 
consequence, and which had already occupied too 
much of the time of the House. But, as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) had seen propel 
to present his views to the body somewhat al 
length, Mr. H. trusted the House would excuse 
him for delaying them some little time further, 
while he endeavored, as well as he could, to reply 
to the remarks of the gentleman. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts had made a request of him 
that ! would withdraw the amendment to strike 
out that part of the resolution calling for a commu- 
nication of the name of the diplomatic functionary 
who transmitted Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet to the 
Secretary of State; and it was with great pain that 
he (Mr. H.) ever refused a request coming from 
that gentleman. In consequence of a repetition 0: 
that request he had re-examined the subject, and 
still he was unable to come to the conclusions 
which his wish to gratify the gentleman from Mas- 
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sachusets would lead him. He was, therefore, 
after full examination, compelled to adhere io his 
first resolution, and urge upon the House the adop- 
tion of his amendment, as he was unable to see 
any good which would result from a communica- 
tion of the name of the diplomatic functionary 
alluded to. He was unable to see any sufficient 
reason for this House to exercise the high power 
which it possessed of bringing from the recesses of 
the Department of State the name of a par- 
ticular individaal who had done an act so sim- 
ple as this. It strack him that in whatever point 
of view you looked upon this matter, whether 
as impugning the veracity of the Secretary of 
State, or as an offence in the Minister who 
communicated this pamphlet, that no good could 
result from the adoption of this part of the resolu- 
tion. The House, perhaps, might have a curiosity 
to know the name of this individual, or the gentie- 
man from Massachusetts might feel a curiosity to 
know it; put he would ask, if that was a sufficient 
reason to induce the House to make a formal call 
for this information without there being any good 
likely to result from it? He must, therefore, ad- 
here to his first opinion, and insist upon the vote of 
the House upon his amendment. 

Before proceeding further, Mr. H. deemed it pro- 
per thathe should be correctly understood in rela- 
tion toa point of difference between himself and 
the colleague of the gentieman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Cusine.) Mr. H. said that when this reso- 
jution first came up before the House, he had stated 
a belief that the pamphlet in question—Gorostiza’s 
pamphlet—had been circulated very freely through 
this country; that it was for salen the bookstores 
of this city; that he himself had purchased a copy 
of it from a bookstore, and read it; and he, 
therefore, saw no necessity for procuring ano- 
ther translation of it, unless it was correct, 
as was suspected by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusmine,) that this transla- 
tion of it was nota genuine one. He, however, 
had stated that he had no objection to having the 
pamphlet communicated in an official form from 
the Department of State. The colleague of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had expressed the 
opinion, when he addressed the House, that the 
pamphlet which was for sale was not an entire 
translation of the original pamphlet published by 
Gorostiza, and gentlemen would well remember 
the force of this remark. 

Now, in order to set himself right, Mr. H. said 
that he held in his hand one of the original pam- 
phlets, as he had good reason to bélieve; he, to be 
sure, had not a personal knowledge of this fact, 
but he had such a knowledge of it as satisfied him 
that the pamphlet he now held in his hand was one 
of those issued by Mr. Gorostiza. He also held in 
his hand a translation, which he had purchased in 
this city, and he had gone over them page by page 
with a gentleman who was we!! acquainted with the 
Spanish language, and he found every sentence and 
paragraph in the translation which was in the ori- 
ginal, except two orders of Gen. Gaines, which 
were not material, and which had been published in 
the papers of thiscity. With these two exceptions, 
the English edition corresponded every where with 
the Spanish, so that he believe l it was a mistake in 
supposing that the translation was imperfect. He 
would say further, that perhaps the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuinc) may have been led 
into the error into which he had fallen by the cir- 
cumstance that another pamphiet which he (Mr.H.) 

had seen, was defective, in having one sheet omit- 
ted. It was possible, therefore, that one of these de- 
fective pamphlets had fallen into the hands of the 
gentleman. Sir, in this way he may have been 
led into the error. If this was the case, the gentle- 
man was very correct in saying that the copy of the 
pamphlet which he read was not a correct transla- 
tion from the original. Mr. H. did not therefore 
at all wish to be understood as impugning the ve- 
racity of the gentleman from Massachusetts; nei- 
ther did he consider the gentleman as impugning 
his veracity; and he (Mr. H.) corrected the error 
which he conceived the gentleman had fallen into, 
merely for the purpose of making good his own 
assertion, that the pamphlet to be obtained at 
the bookstores was a perfect translation of the 
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Spanish copy published by Mr. Gorostiza. 
Notwithstandiag this, he had no disposition to 
oppose the adoption of the resolution, further 
than to urge upon the House the adoption of his 
amendment. The gentleman from Massachusetst 
(Mr. Apams.) had gone into a great many detaijs 
to make out a satisfactory case to the House, 
which he had done, no doubt, to the satisfaction of 
the House, but he (Mr. H.) should attemmp! to-mor- 
row to show—as he had not timeto do it to-day— 
the hour having expired—that the cases presented 
by the gentleman, were not similar to the case now 
before the House. 

Tie CHAIR here announced the orders of the 
day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication fsom the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting a report, in partof the contracts by that de- 
partment, in 1837. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BOON renewed the request previously made 
by Mr. Smitx to take ap, and refer the bills from 
the Senate on the Speaker’s table, but it was ob- 
jected to. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the Mississippi Election case, the question being on 
the amended resolution of Mr. Bett adopted by 
the House yesterday. 

“Resolved, That the resolution of this House of 
3d of October last, declaring that Samuet J. Gne- 
son and Joun F. H. Craiporne were duly elected 
members of the 25th Congress, be rescinded, and 
that Messrs. Guotson and Craiporne are not duly 
elected members of the 25th Congress.” 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. Howarn: 


‘Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress.” 

And the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. ROBERTSON, 
to strike therefrom the word ‘‘not.” 


Mr. PATTON was entitled to the floor, but he 
yielded it to 

Mr. Prentiss, who again addressed the House 
agains‘ the proposition to send the election back to 
the people. 

Mr. YELL gave a statement of the circum- 
stances producing his second election, which 
amounted to the fact that it was voluntary on his 
part, for he held his July election to have been a 
good one, and for the whole term of the 25th Con- 
giess. 


Mr. GHOLSON made a brief statement to the 
House, to the following effect: His colleague and 
himself were not before the people at the Novem- 
ber election, and they distinctly stated to the peo- 
ple, ina printed circular addressed to them, that 
they were not candidates npon that occasion. That 
circular was published, and it was announced, at 
least in all the Democratic papers in the State, that 
they were not candidates. Mr. G. also wrote at 
least a hundred letters to his friends in different 
parts of the State, declaring that, in consequence of 
that decision, he was not a candidate. 

Mr. G. further stated that, in twenty counties, 
where no votes were given for himself and his col- 
leacue in the November election, they received 
about five thousand votes at that of July; thus 
showing, conclusively, that there was no general 
turn out of the people at the November election, 
induced, as he firmly believed, not to vote by the 
decision of the House. That was the main fact he 
wished to state. The House, by its vote, had said 
the election of July was void. Mr. G. was as well 
satisfied with that decision as any one else, but he 
wished them to vote, atleast, with a knowledge of 
the facts. 

In addition, Mr. G. had good grounds to know 
that the election in many other counties was par- 
tial, from the fact of his colleague and himself not 
being before the people, and therefore, by no kind 
of calcniation, was the strength of parties tested in 
November. ‘The people had been misled by the 
decision ohe House. 

Mr. G. said his physical debility rendered him 
unable, if he was otherwise able, to go into the ar- 
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gument, and would conclude with the hope that the 
House would take the vote as early as practicable. 

Mr. PATTON addressed the House, at length, 
in opposition to Mr. Howarn’s amendment, and 
was followed by Mr. LEGARE in reply. 


Mr. BIDDLF. then took the door, and spoke at 


length in support of the claim of Messrs. Prentiss 
and Werd, and against the reference of the ease 


back to the people. 

Mr. MENIFEE. obtained the tloor, but before 
proceeding with his remarks, moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays 
on this motion; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 90, nays 118. 

So the Eiouse refusing to adjourn— 

Mr. MENIFEE proceeded with his remarks in 
reply to the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Lecare) and others, and contending that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word were constitutionally elected, 
and entitled to seats in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. BELL next obtained the floor, but’ without 
proceeding with his remarks, moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried; and 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 2, 18328. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- 
port from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, in obedi- 
ence to aresolution of the 17th January, relative 
to the claim of the Bank of the United States for 
damages on account of a protested draft on account 
of the French indemnity: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, two thousand addi- 
tional copies were ordered. 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested that a hke number 
of the first part of the information received from 
the department also be printed; which was con- 
curred in. 

Also, from the same department, a communica- 
tion from Captain M. C. Perry, in relation to the 
light-house establishment. 

Also, from the Department of War, in obedience 
to a resolution of the Senate, calling for the orders, 
&e. given to pension agents: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. 
copies were ordered. 

Also, froma the same department, containing a 
report of the survey of Crow shoals, ia obedience to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 29th January: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, areport from the saine department, con- 
taining the survey of the Charleston and Cincinnati 
Railroad: Jaid on the table, and, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 500 additional 
copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas, or any other Territory 
that tolerates slavery: laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented th 


s ' 
TeC ill, praying a pension. 


WEBSTER, 500 additiona! 


‘petition of Geo. 


Nic( Mr. C. stated that the 
petitioner was a sailor on board the private armed 
vessel ‘* Saucy Jack,” cruising as a le'ter of marque 
during the late war, that in attempting to board a 
large English ship, which was afterwards captured, 
he was so desperately wounded as to become a 
cripple ever since. The petition was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of William 
W. Corcoran and others, praying that certain snits 
now pending might not be abated in cansequence 
of the expiration of the charter of the United States 
Bank in this city: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Mrs. 

, Praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed during the late war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH presented the petition of John Allen 
and others. praying commutation pay: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Colonel S. Miller, of the Marine Corps, praying 
compensation for property lost during the last war, 
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Naval Affairs. 
Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Sybil 
la Carberry, praying a pension, i 


’ ‘ 
i consideration of 


the services of her late husband: referred to Com 
mittee on Pensie 

Mi NORVELL pr eniedal n from. the 
State of Michigan, 1 i i p 0 
a law providiug for the reduction of the price of 
the public lands lying within the ts of the se 


ral States, imited 
quanlities, and for actual iinprovement: referied to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Wm. 
Armstrong, praying to be authorized to locate a 
certain tract of land: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. KING, from 
made an 


‘ ’ | 
and trat th ‘ Mi AN 


i Commitiee on Commerce, 
unfavorable report on the 
Isaac Collier; which was ordered tu be printed. 

Mr. WHITS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bil! granting four additional 
clerks to the office of Indian Allairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the peuuon of Jo- 
seph Shaw. 

Also, from the same committe: 
report on the pelilion al J 

Mr. HUBBARD, committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Joseph Atwater and James 
Robb, and that they be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs; which was concurred in. 

Mr. SPENCE ymmitteeon Claims, 
reported a till fou the relief of George J. Knight. 

Also, bill from the House of 
No. 86, for the re! 
amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee 


to which was 


° “-% 1 

an untavorabie 
) 

i (rood. 


from the saine 


ivom the © 


Representatives, 
‘fof Robert Keyworth, without 


on Claims, 
referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the benefit of the Levy Court, 
reported the same without amen Iment, 

Mr. BENTON ibmitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed 

Resolved, That the Secretary oi the ‘l'rreasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the names ol the 
Receivers of the Public Moneys, if any, who have 
violated the Treasury order of July llth, 1836, in 


to: 


any of ifs particulars, so far as the same may ap- 
pear from th ir own retnrnus, or the returns of the 
banks in which they made deposites, or by the re- 
ports of examining agen and that the particulars 
of each violation, if any such be found, be fully 
stated. 

Mr. WILLIAMS submitted following reso- 
lution, which hes over one day for ¢ ration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby, reque lto communicaie to 
the Senate, in such manner as he may deem 
proper, al! ihe correspon ence rece illy rec ee | 
and had between this and the Government of Great 
Britain and the State of Maine, on the subject 
the Northeastern boundary, which, in his opinion, 


may be communicated consistently with the public 
Interest. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John J. Bulow, deceased, was read a third 
time, and, on motion, postponed antil to-morrow. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Franklin 
Insurance Company of the District of Columbia, 
was read a third and passed 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, was read a third time 
tion, “Shall! the bill pass?”— 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and addressed the Se- 
nate for some time 
principles of the bil. 

Messrs. CLAYTON, DAVIS and GRUNDY 
supported the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to recommit the bill to 
the Commitice with instructions to bring in a new 
bill, referring the matter to the Third Auditor. 

After some further remarks from Messrs DA- 
VIS, WILLIAMS and GRUNDY, the question 
was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the 
affirmative; yeas 23, nays 17. 

Pending the discussion of the above bill, 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the Senate by unanimous 


; and on the ques- 


in Opposition to the general 


and for services rendered in preserving public pro- 
perty at Bladensburg: referred to Committee on 


petition of 


| 
| 
any private individual or 


States, (excepting Treasury notes, or other Govern- 
| 
| 
| 
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which was agreed to: when, Mr. R. offered an 
amendment which was ordered to be printed. 


| 

|| Reves) an opportunity of offering his amendment; 
i} 

} 

| 

Mr. Rives proposed 


the following amendment 
; to the bill “to impose additional duties a deposi- 
laries upon ceriain public officers, to appoint Re- 
ceivers General of Public Money, and to regulate 
the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
pebdlic moneys of the United States,”’ viz: 

»irike out ail afler the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of 


Representatives of the United Stales of America ia 
| Congress assembled, That the number of banks au- 
thorized by the act of June 23, 1836, to be em- 
ployed as depesitories of the public money, shall 
not exceed twenty five, (any thing m the said act 
to the contrary notwithstanding;) that they shall be 
| chosen from among the most solid and respectable 
| banks in the States or Territories in which they are 

established, and their locality, as well as number, 
Shall be determined purely with reference to the 
wants and convenience of the Treasury in conduct- 
ing its fiscal operations. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
shall be so selected or employed, which shali not 
pay its bills and notes, and all other demands upon 
it, promptly in specie, when required; nor until it 
shall first have furnished to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a statement of its condition and business, 
a list of its directors and officers, a copy of its 
charier, and sech other information as he may re- 
quire, to enable him to judge of the soundness of its 
condition, 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the banks 
to be id aforesaid, 
shall be selected by the Secretary of the 'Tieasury 
in the fullowing manner, to wit: if the selection be 
made during the session of Congress, it must, be- 
fore it take eflvct, be first approved by joiat resolu- 
tion of both Houses; and if made daring ihe recess, 


employed as depositories as 


|} it shall be sabmitted to Congress, at the commence- 


ment of their next session, to be in 
| confirmed or annu led by them. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sa 
| bank, before they shall be employe 


like manner 


| as the depo- 
sitories of the public money, shall agree to receive 
| the same on the following terms and conditions, to 
| wit: 

First. Each bank shal! farnish to the Se 


ret vy 
recary 


of the ‘Treasury, from time to time, as often as he 
iy require, nol exceeding once a weck, statements 
| Setting forth its condition and business, as preserib- 
| edin the second section of this act, except that 
| such statements need not contain a copy of the 
\| charter of the bank; and the said banks shall fur- 
| mish to the Seeretiry of the ‘Treasury and to the 

'reasurer of the Uaited States a weekly siate- 


nent of the condition of his account oa their 
j00Ks; and the Secreiary of the Treasury sha‘! 
have the righi, by himself, or an agent appointed 
for that purpose, to inspect such general accounts 
in the books of the banit as shall relate to the staid 
Statements: Provided, That this shall not be construe 
ed to imply the recht of inspecting the account of 

individuals with the 


I 
} 
{ 


bank. 


Secondly. ‘To credit as specie all sums deposited 
therein to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 


ment obligations, that may be receivable in pay- 
ment of public dues, and which are properly 
chargeable to the United States,) and to pay all 
cheeks, Wargnts, or drafts, drawn on such depo- 
suies, in specie, if required by the holder thereof. 

Thirdly. To give, whenever required by the Se- 
eretary of the 


place, within the United States and the Territories 
thereef, aod for distributi ig the same in payment 
of the public creditors, without charzing commis- 
sions or claiming allowance on accounrof diffe- 
rence of exchange. 

Fourthly. To render to the Goverffment of the 
United States all the dutres and services heretofore 
iequired by law to be performed by the late Bank 


consent to take up the Sub-Treasury bill with a 
view ot allowing the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 


Treasury, the necessary facilities 
for transferring the public funds from place to 





| of the United States and its several branches «: 
| 


| 
ter into contracts, in the name, and for and on be. 






offices. 
Src. 5. Mand be it further enacted, That the ge. 
eretary of the Treasury shall be, and he js heyo! 
‘authorized, and it shall be his duty, whenever. ;, 
his judgment, the same shall be necessary or pr- 
per, to require of any bank, selected and emplove, 
as aforesaid, coilateral or additional securiijes fi 
the safe-keeping of the public moneys deposite, 
therein, and the faithfal performance of the dye 
required by this act. 
Sec. 6. And be it further enocted, That jt Sha 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury ¢ 


0 e; 


half of the United States, with the said banks so ¢.. 
lected and employed, whereby the said banks shy); 
stipulate to do and perform the several duties an, 
services prescribed by this act. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no ban\ 
which shall be employed as a depository of the pub. 
lic money, shall be discontinued as sygh, or the 
public money be withdrawn therefrom, except 
he causes hereinafter mentioned; that is to say: j; 
at any time, any of the said banks shall refuse, «, 
fail to perform any of the duties prescribed by th 
act, and stipulated to be perforined by its contrac: 
or if any of the said banks shall at any time refy : 
to pay its notes in specie, or if the Secretary of tho 
Treasury shall have reason to believe that any o; 
the said banks is no longer a safe place of de- 
posite for the public moneys; in any and ever 
such case, it shall be his duty to discontinue 
such bank as a depository, and withdraw from 
it the public moneys which it may hold 
on deposiie; and, in case of the discontinuance o/ 
any of the said banks, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress jm- 
mediately, ifin session, and if not in session, ai 
the commencement of its next session, the faci: 
and reasons which have induced such discontinu- 
ance: Provided, however, ‘That nothing herein co;- 
tained shall be construed to prevent Congress, a 
any time, from passing any law for the remo- 
val of the public money from any of the sau 
banks, or from changing the terms of deposite, 0 
to prevent the said banks at any time, from ceas- 
iny to act as depositories ofthe public money, up- 
on paying over, or tendering to pay, the who 
amount of pablie moneys on hand, according 1 
the terms of their agreement with te Secretary 


the Treasu 


al er otal ys. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enact-d, That it sh 
be the duty of the banks selected as depositorie 
the puMflic money, to make settlements with ail the 
banks in their vicinity with which they have trai 
actions, as often asonce a week; and the balan 
due shall be demanded or paid, as the case may be, 
in specie, whenever and to whatever extent such 
reqnisition, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall be deemed necessary 10 
eheck a tendency to over-issues, and to preserve the 
soundness of the currency. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
adopt all such means as he can properly employ, 
to mduee the banks selected as depositories of the 
public money, to enter into mutual arrangemenis 
for receiving and crediting as cash in payment ot 
the pnblic dues the notes of each other, whenever 
the same may be offered in such payments. 


Sec. 10. Aad be it further enacted, That the re- 
venue of the United States, whether arising from 
duties, taxes, debts, postages, or sales of lands, shail 
be collected and received in gold and silver, or in 
Treasury notes, or in the notes of banks which are 
payable and paid on demand in the legal coins of the 
United States, subject to the following restrictions 
and conditions in regard to the receipt of bank notes, 
to wit: from and after the expiration of one year 
from the passage of this act, the notes of no banks 
which shall issue or circulate bills or notes of a 
less denomination than five dollars, shall be 
received in payment of the public dues; and 
from and afier the expiration of two years there- 
after, the notes of no banks which shall issue or 
circulate bills or notes of a less denomination than 
ten dollars shall be so receivable; I’rovided, how- 
ever, that the notes of no bank whatever shall be 
received in payment of the public dues by ‘the 
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be, 
wh 
uy 


the 


w= 


he 
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collectors or receivers of the public money which 
the banks in which they are to be deposited shal! 
not, under the supervision and control of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, agree to pass to the credit of 
the United States as cash; and Provided, also, that 
the notes of no bank which now fails, or may 
hereafter fail, to redeem its notes in gold and sil- 
ver, shall, at avy time, be received in payment of 
the public dues, unless such bank shall, on or 
before the first day of Juiy, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, have bona fide resumed payments in 
specie. 

Sec. LL. And be it further enacted, That nothing 

in the preceding section shall be So construed as to 
prohibit receivers or coliectors of the dues of the 
Government from receiving for the public lands, 
any kind of land scrip or Treasury certificates now 
authorized by law, but the same shall hereafter ke 
received for the public lands in the same way and 
manneras has been heretofore practiced; and it 
shali not be lawful for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make any discrimination in the funds re- 
ceivable between the drfferent branches of the pub- 
lic revenue, except as is provided in this section. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
shall be employed as a depository of the public mo- 
ney Which shal! not conform, as to the denomina- 
tion of notes issued or circulated by it, to the condi- 
tion herein before imposed on those banks whose 
paper is allowed to be received in payment of the 
public dues. 

Src. 13. dnd be it further enacted, That it shall! 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to lay 
before Congress, at the commencement of each an- 
nua! session, and as often thereafter as either House 
may require, a statement of the number and names 
of the banks employed as depositories of the public 
money, and of their condition, and the amount of 
public money deposited in each, as shown by their 
returns ai the Treasury, with every other pa:ticnu- 
lar which may assist Congress in forming a satis- 
factory judgment of the safety of the public mo- 
neys, and of the soundness and respoustbility of the 
depositories to which they are committed. 

Sec. 14. And beit further enacted, That all acts, 
and parts of acts, coming within the purview of 
this act, are hereby repealed. 

The bill supplementary to the act to amend the 
act relative to the judicial system of the United 
States was read a third time and parsed. 

The Senate then adjourned until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satrurpay, Feb. 3, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting two hundred and fifty-five copies of the Army 
Register. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, laid on 
the table. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a statement of the contra is 
entered into by the Navy Commissioners during ihe 
year 1837. 

Ou motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, laid on 
the table. 

Mr. McKIM moved that the bills from the < e- 
nate on the Speaker’s table be taken up, with a 
view to their reference to the appropriate eomn it- 
lees. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BOON said he should be compelled to move 
a suspeusion of the rule, for some of the bills had 
been lying on the Speaker’s table for several days. 
Whereupon, the objection was withdrawn, and tse 
following bills were taken up, read twice, and re- 
ferred: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis Neu- 
man, late collector of the internal revenue and 
direct tax in Maryland. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY moved its reference to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mc. McKIM moved it to the Committe of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY had no great objection, 


though that class of cases had been generally com- 
mitted to the former committee. 


Mr. McKIM’s motion was agreed to. 
An act for the legal adjudication and settlement 
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of claims for land. under the grants or concessions 
made to Baron Bastrop, Marquis de Baton Rouge, 
and ethers in Louisiana, and to Elisha Williams 
and others in Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, referred 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

An act granting pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the public lands. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

An act to amend the act entitled an act for the 
appointment of commissioners to adjust the claims 
for reservations of land under the 14th article of the 
treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

An act to change the times of holding the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States in the seventh 
cirenil. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act.to amend and extend the charter of the 
Franklin Insurance Company. 

On motion oi Mr. PETRIKEN, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act toamend the act of the 3d of March, 
1837, entitled, 2n act supplementery to the act en- 
titled an act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the morning 
business was set aside, to proceed with the specral 
order. 


to the 


referred to the 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Byti, adopted by the 
Hiouse yesterday. 

vesolved, That the resolution of this House of 
the 34 of October last, declaring that Samue. J. 
Gnrotson and Joun F. TI. Craiporneé were duly 
elecied members of the 25ih Congress, be rescinded, 
and that Messrs. Guoison and CiaiporRNe are not 
duly elected members of the 25th Congress,” 

The qvestion was on the following amendment 
of Mr. Howarp: 

‘Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word, are not members of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress.” 

Aud the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, propesed by Mr. Roserrson, to 
strike therefrom the word ‘‘not.”’ 

Mr. BELL, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House at some length in support of the 
claim of Messrs. Prentiss and Word to seats in the 
House of Representatives, and against sending the 
election back to the people. 

Mr. RHETT addressed the House briefly in 
reply to the srguments of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Brtt,) and in support of the pro- 
position to send the electicn back to the people. 


‘7 
4 


He contended that the people of Mississippi had 


representatives on the floor of the House at the ex- 
tra session by the decision of the House itself, and 
that decision being considered as binding upon the 
people, the election cf November was a one-sided 
election; therefore he would send it back to the 
people, so that a fair election might be had. 

Mr. CUSHING then made an explanation in re- 
lation to his objections at the commencement of 
the extra session to the system of organizing the 
House, by the Clerk calling over a list of mem- 
bers of the House, cut from the newspapers, and 
presumed to be elected members thereof. 

Mr. POPE addressed the House at some length, 
going into a constitutional argument to prove that 
the Governor of Mississippi had no right to order 
an election to be held in July; that it was unconsti- 
tutional and void, and had been decided so the 
other day by the House, by rescinding the reso!u- 
tion of the House of October last. The election, 
then, held in November, which was in conformity 
to the Coastiiution and laws of the State of Missis- 
sippi, must be considered as good by this House ; 
therefore, the members here claiming seats, Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word, ought to be decided as entitled 
to seats, 





| 
| 


were ordered. 
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Mr. MARTIN obtained the floor; but, without 
proceeding, moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HOPKINS ecalied for the yeas and nays on 
this motien,; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
108, nays 90. 

So the House adjourned, at 5 o’clock, p. m. 








—— 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, February 5, 183> 

The CHAIR laid before the House a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
the report and survey of George’s bank and shoals, 
accompanied by two charts, one of George’s shoal, 
and the other of the bank. 

Mr. Smith, remarking that the printing of the 
charts having been ordered some days since, in the 
concurrence of a resolution to that effect from the 
Committee on Commerce, moved that the commu- 
nication be now laid on the table; which was 
agreed to. 

Petitions and memorials being then in order— 

Mr. HAYNES moved to postpone the morning 
for the purpose of proceeding with the 
Mississippi election case. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the people oi 


business, 


I the United ° 
il to be heard at least once 
and he therefore asked for the yeas 
and nays on Mr. H’s motion, but they were refused; 
and the motion itself was rejected without a di- 
vision. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. CUSH MIAN, ATHERTON and WIL- 
LLAMS, of New | lampshire. 

[Mr. Wititans presented the petition of Samuel 
Roley for pension arrearages; and the 
Francis Lambert for compensation for medical ser- 
vices rendered the Washington Volunteers. } 
{[Mr. Cusnuman_ presented ns of John B. 
ilLand Elijah Davis, r pensions; and 
Crawiord *, praying for 

ns; all of which were referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. } 

Messrs. PARMENTER, CUSHING, FLETCH- 
ER REED, BRIGGS, LINCOLN, CALHOUN, 
PHiLLIPs, and ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

|Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Josiah 
srackett and 276 other legal voters of Charlestown, 
Massachusetts; of Ebenezer Newhall and 24 others, 
of Lincoln, Massachusetts; of Sarah B. Newhall 
and 46 others, of Lincoln, Massachusetts; of James 
Kimball and 65 men, and Rachel Kimballand 107 
women, of Lincoln, Massachusetts, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Colambia. Also, 
the peution of Sarah B. Newhall and 46 others, 
against the annexation of Texas. 
monstrance oj Bets V Kelsey and 
of Shirley, Massachusetts; of Sally Fleicher and 38 
other women, of Carlisle, Massachusetts; of Hope 

srown and 16 others, of Shirley, Massachusetts, 
against the resolution passed by the House of Re- 
presentatives December 2]st, in relation to petitions 
on the subject of slavery, and praying that said re. 
Mr. P. also presented 
the petition of the heirs of Timothy Page for com- 
pensation for Revolutionary services; and the me- 
moriai of the Major Comman:'ant ef the United 
States arsenal at Watertown, /dassachusetts, in re- 
lation to the purchase of land for the use of the 
United States. } 

{Mr. Linconn presented a memorial purporting 
to be signed by a number of le@al voters of Massa- 
chusetts, asking that the resolution of the Honse 
of the 2ist December last, ordering all Abolition 
memorials and other papers of a similar character 
on the table, be rescinded. 

Mr. L. moved its reference to a 
tee, with instructions to report ¢ 


States might be allow 


in three weeks: 
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olution may be rescinded. 


elect commit 
resolution declar- 
ing the other resolution to be a vislation of the Con- 
situtional guaranty of the right of petition in the 
people, andesubversive of the freedom of debate 
in their representatives, and declaring said resolu- 
tion to be rescince 

Mr. Parron raised the question of consideration. 

Mr. Boon moved to Jay that question on the 
table. 

Mr. Bricas called for the yeas and nays, which 

Mr. Hotsry inquired if the Petition would go on 
the table with the motion of consideration, 
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The Cuata replied that the coherent accompa- 
nied the primary question. 
Mr. Wise raised the point of order, whether the 








petition itself did not come under the operation of 


the resolution of the 21st of December? 

The Cuair thought not. 

Mr. Wise. Was not the memorial substantially 
praying for what would open the whole subject of 
abolition? 

The Cuan was well advised of the point, which 
had been decided some weeks ago, immediately 
after the presentation of the first proposition of this 
character, since which several similar petitions had 
been offered, and the [louse had acquiesced in that 
decision The Chair had no doubt that this peti- 
tion was in order, and did not come within the ope- 
ration of the resolution of the 2]st December. 

Mr. Wise. ‘Then I must be per nitted to say 
that, if that be the correet construction, that resolu- 
ion was of no manner ot use whatever. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
allirmative—-yeas 128, nay 

So the questiwn of 
table.] 

{Ali the members trom Massachusetts presented 
peulions for the abolition of slavery, which went 
on the table under the order of the 21st ot Decem- 
ber; a number remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas, and several praying the recission of 
said order, all of which took the same course on 
respective motions. | 

Before Mr. ADAMS had got through, the Cuair 
announced the arrival of the hour for the special 
order, 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to present the peulions communicated 
to his charge, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOFFMAN would vote jor the gentleman’s 
motion, limited as it was; but he preferred its 
extension to all the other States behind Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. ADAMS modified his motion according to 
Mr. H’s suggestion, but the House refused the 
yeas and nays, and declined to suspend the rule. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The [louse then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election case, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Bett adopted by the 
House on Wednesday last: 

‘* Resolved, ‘That the resolution of this House of 
the 3d of October !ast, declaring that Samue. J. 
Guotson and Jonn F. H. Craiworne were daly 
elected members of the 25th Congress, be rescind- 
ed, and that Messrs GuoLtson and CLalporne are 
not duly elected members of the 25th Congress.” 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. Howarp: 

“Resolved, ‘That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not members of the Twenty-fifth Con- 


yres 


75 


reconsideration was laid on 


And the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. ROBERTSON, 
to strike therefrom the word “ not.” 

Mr. MARTIN of Alabama being entitled to the 
floor, rese to procecd with his remarks, but gave 
way to 

Mr. GLASCOCK, who stated that he had this 
morning received from the Hon, Mr. CLaiporNeE a 
brief statement, in writing, of several important 
facts in relation to the question before the House, 
and which he considered essential should be read ; 
and as the health of Mr. C. still prevented his at- 
tending in person, he (Mr. G.) felt it his duty to 
make the motion that the paper he then held in his 
hand be received, and read at the Clerk’s table. It 
was due to the silting members to say, that they 
wished n0 motion made to print. 

Wasaincton, Feb. 5, 1838. 

Sir: I herewith transmit to you the proceedings 
of the Democratic members of both branehes of the 
Mississippi Legis!ature, which I desire may be laid 
before the House. Ata moment when there is so much 
contrariety of opinion as to public sentiment in the 
Siate of Mississippi, and after the gentlemen who 
claim to supersede my colleague and myself, have 
expressed an opinion that not fen citizens of that 
State believe we are entitled to our seats for the 
whole of the twenty-fifth Congress, I am gratified 
at beingable to furnish such evidence of the popular 
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will, It must be reccilected that the gentlemen who 
attended this meeting compose a majority of the 
Legislature, and that they represent the opinions 
Of a large body of the people. They are familiar 
With the history of this contested election from the 
emanation of the writ, down to the decision of the 
[louse in October,and the incidents subsequent there- 
to; they are fresh from communion with an enlight- 
ened constituency, and, in all probability, are bet- 
ter informed asto the real state of opinion, than 
either the honorable claimants, or ourselves, or 
representatives from other States. The names that 
appear on the face of those proceedings are among 
the most distinguished in the State for the high sta- 


that can give impartiality to evidence or weight to 
character, and I trast their testimony, thus solemny 


tions they occupy, for talents, for integrity, for all 


eee lll 


and publicly rendered, will have its due influence 
with the House. 

I feel bound to repeat, on this occasion, what I 
have before declared, that prior to the July elec- 
lion, my colleague and myself distinctly took the 
ground, that we considered the election as not for 
the special session only, but for two years. The 
papers triendiy to us advanced the same opinion. 
When the decision of the House was made, con- 
firming us in our seats for the entire 25th Con- 
gress, we addressed a Circular to the people, 
(which was widely distributed,) from which the 
following is an extract: 


“TO THE PEOPLE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

“Fettow-citizens: In July last, it is well 
known, we were elected under the Proclamation of 
the Governor, and according to the forms of the 
law, to represent you in Congress. When the Go- 
vernor issued his writ, the opinion of the press and 
of the people, so far as we are informed or believe, 
was, that he had the power to do so: that the exi- 
eency of the times required him to exere‘se that 
power; but that he had no right to abridge the con- 
stitutional term of two years, for which members 
of Congress ate elected; that so much of his writ 
was void, and that the members chosen would 
serve not only in the extra session, but throughout 
the twenty-fifth Congress. This was our own 
opinion. It was every where freely expressed by 


us, and we believe that nine-tenths of those who | 


voted at the late [July] election went to the polls 
with such an impression.” 
The people were thus distinctly notified of the 


action of the House, and assured that we would | 


continue to hold our seats. 
Prevented asl am by the state of my health, 
from appearing in the House to vindicate the 


rights of those I represent, I feel bound to express , 


my solemn conviction that a majority of the free- 


men of Mississippi acquiesced in the judgment of | 


the Heuse. I believe, upon evidence which would 
be conclusive in acourt of justice, that the 6,500 
citizens who sustained me in November, did not 
doubt the validity of the July election as conferring 


office for two years, or the binding effect of the de- | 


cision of the House. 

' Oa the other hand, I know, as positively as any 
fact can be known, that upwards of 8,000 voters, 
chiefly in counties almost unanimously favorable 


to US, REFUSED to cast their votes a second time, on 


the ground that the judgment of the House was | 
binding, and that they were satisfied with it. I | 


have ne doubt but that 15,000 freemen of Missis- 


sippi, if an opportunity offered, would at this mo- | 
I feel | 
convinced they would declare that no vacancy | 
could exist in the representation from that State, | 


ment sanction that judgment at the polls. 


to be filled at_ the November election, after the de- 


cision of the House, the constitutional and only | 
competent tribunal, tsat we were members of the | 
That decision was pro- | 


whole 25ih Congress. 
nounced after searching and protracted examina- 


tion; and upon the same evidence which is now before | 


the House, it persuaded us that the whole matter 


was setiled; it gave to the claimanis the benefit of | 


a canvass without opposition; it restrained 8,000 free- 


men from casting their votes; and should the House 


now decide. finally against us, however highly its 
character is generally appreciated, the moral sense, 
the proper and honorable pride, of an enlightened 
people will revolt at the injustice of such a course. 

}f this was not my solemn conviction; if I was 
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not, as I believe, fully informed as to the intentions 
of those who voted for me in July, and of their 
wishes and opinions now; if I could be convinced 
that the claimants received a majority of the whole 
number of votes cast at the November election 
ex parte as that election was, and without Opposing 
candidates—I would at once close this controversy 
by RESIGNING my seat. I feel satisfied that my col- 
league would pursue the same course. Although 
disfranchised by the House, and prevented from be- 
ing candidates by their resolution declaring us mem- 
bers for two years, if the claimants had presented 
themselves here with a clear and properly ascer- 
tained majerity, we would cheerfully have resigned 
our places, and submitted the matter to the people. 
Such, however, in my opinion, is not the case. | 
believe that the popular will in Mississippi was ad- 
verse to those gentlemen at the election, and that it 
is still so; and however my waning health or jincli- 
nations might otherwise influence me, my duty to 
those who have, for a series of years, sustained me 
with large and uniform majorities, will induce me 
to hold my seat until I am ejected by the verdict of 
the House. That verdict has been once recorded in 
our favor; and I trust the House will pause long 
before reversing it, and the rights and equities it 
carries with it. I trust it will deliberate long before 
it assumes the alarming prerogative of appointing 
others to the places that we hold by the votes and 
will of the PEUPLE OF A SOVEREIGN STATE. 

Unable to defend my cause in person, or to as- 
sert with becoming spirit the views and opinions of 
a high-minded constituency, I appeal to the House, 
through you, for its dispassionate and impartial 
judgment. Regarding it as a tribunal too grave to 
be influenced by passion, and too just to render 
final judgment without positive knowledge of the 
facts, I appeal to it, not for my colleague and my- 
felf, but for those we represent; not for the empty 
honors of office, but for justice to a people jealous 
of any encroachments on their rights. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obed’t servant, 
JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE. 
To the Hon. Tuos. GLASCOCK. | 


The following is a copy of the proceedings re- 
ferred to in the above statement of Mr. Cuai- 
BORNE : 


Proceedings of a meeting of the Democratic members 
of the Legislature, and others of the party, then at 
the city of Jackson, held in the Senate Chamber on 
the evening of the 20th instant. 


The meeting was organized by calling the Hon. 
George B. Augustus, Senator from Noxubbee, to 
the chair, as President of the meeting; General 
Arthur Fox, member from Lawrence, was elected 
Vice President; General A. G. Brown, member 


from Copiah, and Charles M. Price, were appointed 
Secretaries. 


Mr. Besancon, President of the Board of Bank 
Commissioners, offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were unanimously acopted : 

Whereas an attempt is being made against our 
worthy representatives in Congress, Messrs. Clai- 
borne and Gholson, by asserting that they were 
elected for the called session only, and not for the 
whole 25th Congress, and that they are not now 
the choice of the people of the State; and whereas, 
in the vpinion of this meeting, Messrs. Claiborne 
and Gholson were and are at this time the choice 
of a large majority of the people of this State, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That, as the people are satisfied with 
the decision of Congress in relation to the seats of 
our Represenitatiues, this meeting is of the opinion 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson would disobey 
the wishes of a large majority of the people of this 
State by resigning their seats at this time. 

Resolved, That the charge of deception which 
has been preferred against our Representatives, re- 
lative to the duration of their term of service, is en- 
tirely groundless and without foundation. 

Reoolved, That in voting for the separation of 
the Government from all banking institutions, and 
in voling against the proposition to charter a na- 
tional bank, our Representatives have acted in con- 
formity with the will of a large majority of the peo- 
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ple of this State, and in so doing deserve well of 
their country. 

On motion of Mr. Heliand of Marshall, 

Resolved, That the stand taken by our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, against the dis- 
cussion of slavery, meets our hearty approbation 

On motion of General Brown of Copiah, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, 
to resign their seats in Congress during its present 
sessiou, Slessrs. Claiborne and Gholson would leave 
ihe State entirely without representation io the popu- 
lar brunch of the National Legislature; and, there- 
jure, the people do not wish or expect it. 

Oa mouon of Gen. Price, of Hinds, 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of five be appointed, 
io whom shall be submicted the resolutions adopted 
by this meeting, With instructions to draft an ad- 
dress to the people of Mississippi, more fully ex- 
pressive of the opinions of this meeting. 

The following named gentiemen Were appointed 
to coastituie said committee: Dr. Hancock of De 
Soto, L. A. Besancon of Natchez, V. C. Howard 
vo! Jackson, IX. S. Holland of Marshall, and Felix 
H. Walker of De Soto. 

On motion, the President, Vice President, and 
iirat Secretary, were added to the commitiece: the 
President made chairman of the committee. 

On motion, Resolved, ‘That the proceedings of this 
meeting be published in the Democratic papers of 
the State, and that a copy be forwarded to our re- 
presentauves in Congress, signed by the officers of 
this meeting. 

The meeting was addressed by Messrs. Tucker, 
Besancon, Holland, Brown, Harley, Fox, Howard, 
Butler, Runnells, Hancock, Stone, Walker, Dow, 
Grauberry, and Eilis, respectively, with eloquence, 
power, and eifect, 

GEO. B. AUGUSTUS, President. 
ARTHUR FOX, Vice President. 

A. G. Brown, Secretary. 

Cuar.es M, Price, Assistant Seeretary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky inquired what 
paper the proceedings of the meeting of members 
of the Legislature ot Mississippi was read from? 

The CHAIR replied that the proceedings were 
read from the Globe of Thuisday Jast. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then asked that the introduc- 
tory remarks of the editor of that paper be read by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. OWENS and many other members objected. 

The question was put, and the House retused to 
order the reading of the notice—ayes 80, noes 90. 

Mr. GLASCOCK then stated that he held in his 
hand the original proceedings; but they being cut 
up into narrow slips at the printing oifice, he pre- 
terred sending the paper to the Chair to be read. 
He would, however, have the original read, if any 
gentleman doubied the correctness of the proceed- 
ings as published in the newspaper. 

Mr. McKAY then rose, and proposed to the 
gentleman from Maryland, that as the gentleman 
trom Tennessee, (Mr. Brxt,) on Saturday, had 
raised some critical objections to it, as being a mere 
truism, he hoped it would be modified so as to con- 
form to former precedents of the House, declaring 
that the gentlemen claiming seats (Messrs. Pren- 
liss and Word) were not entitled to seats as mem- 
bers of the 25th Congress. 

Mr. HOWARD said that he had drafted his re- 
solution in this way in the first place, but had mo- 
dified it afierwards at the suggestion of some gen- 
lemen on this hoor. He had no objection, there- 
fore, now to medify his proposition to meet the 
suggestion of the gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. H. then modified his amendment as follows: 
‘and that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are not en- 
Litled to seats on this floor as members of the 25th 
Congress.” 

Mr. MARTIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length. He was of 
Opinion that the sitting members were fairly elected 
at the election held in Mississippi in July last, un- 
der the writ of election issued by the Governor ; 
and that, even if the Governor did attempt to limit 
that election to the called session, that the attempt 
was void, and the sitting members were entitled to 
their seats during tle whole of the 25th Congress. 
Tae House so decided at the called session. The 
other day, however, it had virtually decided, by 
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the adoption of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that the election of July should be 
set aside; and now it is demanded by gentlemen 
that Messrs. Prentiss and Word are entitled to seats 
on this floor, because they were elected in Novem- 
ber last. ‘The election of November, however, 
(Mr. M. contended) was a one-sided election, the 
applicants for seats here being the only candidates, 
and they not receiving one-half of the votes cast at 
that election for State officers. Under these circum- 
stances, he thought they could not claim to represent 
the people of Mississippi. Heconsidered it a danger- 
ous precedent for this House to reverse the solemn 
decision of the House made atthe called session; 
but if that decision was reversed, he coniended that 
the only mode of obtaining a fair expression of the 
people on the subject, was by sending the election 
back again to the people; because it was evident 
from the number of votes which Messrs. Prentiss 
and Word had received, that the decision of the 
House had had an influence on the election. 

Mr. BELL made a brief explanation in reJation to 
a reference whic'i he had made on Saturday last to 
a gentleman fro:n South Carolina. 

Mr. CAMPBELL addressed the House briefly, 
in explanation of the votes he had given on this 
subject heretuiore, and announced his intention 
now to vote to send the whole subject back to the 

eople. 

Mr. PARKER addressed the House briefly, in 
favor of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Maryland to send back the whole matter to the 
people of Mississippi. When Mr. P. coneluded, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a call of the House, 
and upon this motion asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were, yeas 196, nays 5. 

So the Ilouse determined that there should be a 
call of the House. 

The roll being called through by the Clerk, the 
doors were closed, the absentees called, and ex- 
cuse rendered for all except four members. 

Mr. HAYNES moved that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms request the attendance of those members, for 
whom no excuses had been offered, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CLOWNEY moved to suspend al! further 
proceedings under the call. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays— 

Mr. CLOWNEY then withdrew his motion to 
suspend. 

Mr. REED moved to dispense with all further 
proceedings. 

Mr. FOSTER called for the yeas and nays on 
this question. 

Mr. REED then withdrew the motion. 

The CHAFR then announced that as all the 
members were preset who were not excused, all 
further proceedings under the call expired. 

Mr. CLOWNEY then addressed the House 
briefly, contending that the election of July was 
void, and that the election of November was con- 
stitutional and legal. Therefore, he must vote 
against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and in favor of admitting the claimants 
to seats on this floor. 

Mr. ROBERTSON withdrew his amendinent. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved an amend- 
ment, proposing to strike out all after the word 
‘that,’ and insert a preamble which he seat to the 
Cuair, setting forth that an election was held in 
November, and that Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
were clected members to the 25th Congress, and 
that they were entitled to seats on this floor. 

After some few remarks by Messrs. PICKENS, 
ADAMS, LEGARE, WISE, ROBERTSON, and 
McKAY, 

Mr. GARLAND withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment of the geatleman from 
Maryland, which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. EWING and 
ADAMS, 

The question was taken on Mr. HOWARD'S 
amendment, declaring ‘that Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word are not entitled to seats in this House, as 
members of the 25th Congress,” and decidec— 
yeas 117, nays 117, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birisall, Boon, Bouldm, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, 


em 


‘A i, Aycrigg, Bell, 
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Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, John 
C. Clark, Jesse F. Cleveland, Walter Coles, Henry W. Con- 
nor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgovole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Isanc Fletcher, Fos- 
ter, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Grantiand, Grant, 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B Jackson, 


Jabez Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Locan. J.oomis, James 
M. Mason, Matin, McKay, Robert MeClelian, Abraham 
McCleliza, McClure, McKim, Muller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, No- 
hie, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pen 


nybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Zadeck Prat, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, 
Sinith, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Tur 
ney, Vail Vanderveer, Wagener, Websier, Weeks, Aibert 
S. Whue, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor 
thington, and Vell—1!7 


NAYS Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman 


Allen John W. 
j Biddle, Bond, Bordean, Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, William B. Campbel!, William B. 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coflin, Thomas 
Corwin, Robert B. Cranston, John W. Crockett, Edward Cur- 


tis, Cushing, Darhugten, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everert, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fill 
more, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall Halstead, Harlan, Harper, 
Mi istings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoiiman, Hopkins, R. M. T 
Hunter, Jenifer. Hen Johnson, Witham Cost Johnson, 
Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Ma. 
son, Maury. May, Maxwell, MeNeonan, Menetee, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell. Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogte, Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips Pickens, 
Pope, Po ts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Re- 
bertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Simelds. Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 


Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Patiaferro, Thompsen, Tithnghast, To- 


land, Underwood. John White, Elisha Whittecey, Lewis Wil. 
liams. Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Willams, Christopher H 
Williams, Wise, and Yorke—117. 


The CHAIR voted in the affimative, so the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD then moved the amendment he 
had before submitted, directing the Speaker to in- 
form the Governer of the decision of the House. 

Mr. WISE rose, and pronounced the decision of 
the House as unpreeedented, and declared that if 


he was the Governor of Mi ippt, he would not 
obey the mandate of this House, and if he was 
one of the gentlemen who had been clected in No- 


ven.ber last, he would present himself to the Cnair 
and demand to be qualified. 

Mr. BOON rose and said that it had not until 
very recently been his intention to do or say more, 
in the settlement of the question then pending be- 
fore the House, than to give his silent vote. But, 
said Mr. B. when I see gentlemen rise in their 
places upon this floor, and hear them declare, in 


a tone of arrogant self-confidence, that all 
those who may differ with them in opinion are 


mere tramplers under foot of the Constitution 
and the rights of the people, I feel myself called 
upon to express my utter contempt of him who 
would attempt to dictate to others. Sir, I never 
will consent for any man, with or without a 
heard, to dictate to me what is the true meaning of 
tue Constitution and Jaws of the land. Happily 
for the people of this land of liberty, they are 
blessed with a Constiiution which permits every 
individual who shall take an oath to its support, to 
construe it in a manner that will give peace and 
quiet to his own conscience and constitution, and 
to suit his or their own party purposes. Sir, why 
insult the intelligence of the American people by 
exclaiming against the influence of party here, 
when almost every vote taken in ‘this House is 
so highly seasoned with party? 

Mr. B. said that he was pleased to hear the 
honorable member frem Tennessee (Mr. Bett) 
come out so honestly as he did on Saturday last, in 
his five minules’ speech, which consumed the greater 
part of two hours in delivering it. That gentleman 
freely admitted the influence of party feeling; and 
never, Mr. Speaker, was there a stronger appeal 
made to party feelings than was imade by the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Tennessee. When this 
question shall be settled by yeas and nays, then 
will the people of this country see whether the Con- 
stitution, or the monster parity, has had most 
to do in the settlement of this question. And 
the people will see, too, whether or no there 
be any member of this House who shail not 
have represented the feelings of those who sent 
him here. Sir, this House, at the called session, 
solemnly adjudicated this question; and with all the 
material facts in the case being then discussed and 
fully considered, it was declared, by a majority of 
this House, that Messrs. CLaizorne and Guo.son 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
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and as such were admitted to seats on this floor. | 
Now, sir, should this House reverse itsown solemn 
decision thus pronounced, what confidence can then 
be placed by the American people in the decisions 
made by this House? I answer, none, si; 


none 
whatever. 

Sir, the question which this House has just pass- 
ed upon, isa question deeply involving partly prine | 
ciples; and I am gratified that the question has been | 
decided in aceordance with my views and feelings. 

Mr. stants, then 
addressed the House at some length, protesting 
aguinst the decision of the House, so far as it was 
depriving the people of Mississippi of a re- 
presentation on this floor, replying to remarks of 
gentiemen made on former occasions, and declaring 
that, if he was spared life till the next session of 
Congress, and he saw any prospect of then having 
justice done the people of Mississippi, “he wouid 
again present himsell, and see if he could not have 
unconstitutional resolution rescinded, as the 
one was which was adopted in September last. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that 


Prentiss, cne of the cont 


mia le, 


this 


the House adjourn: 


Mr. HOWARD'S amendment was 


then agreed 


amended, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD called | 


. | 
The question then recurred on the resolution as | 
| 
! 


ra division of the 

question, so as to take the vole on the first: part, 
rescinding the resolution of September last; and on 
this part of the resolution he called for the yeas and | 
nays, which were ordered, and were—veas 121, 
nay s 113. | 

So the first branch of the resolution was agreed | 
to. 

Phe question was then taken on the second branch | 
of the resolution, declaring “ that Messrs. Prentiss | 
and Word are not entitled to seats in this blouse, as 
members of the 25th Congress,” and cecided in 
he affirm Lik, nays 116. 

The question was then taken on 
of the resolution, directing the Speaker to inform the 


Governor of Mississippi of the decision of the 
lfouse, which was decided in the 


yeas 122, nays 88. 


' 
the third branch | 
} 
| 


athirmative— 


Mr. RHETT asked leave to present a resolution 
lirecting the Clerk to pay M Prentiss and 
Word the same per diem and mileage which mem- 


hers of Congres: 


SSTS. 


receive. 
Objection being made, 
Ou motion of Mr. OWENS, 
The House adjourned. 


iN SENATE, 


Monpay, February 5, 1838. | 

The CHAIR announced a commu ition from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a state- 
mentfrom the First Comptroller, in answer to the 
resvelution of the 19th ultimo, requiring a list of ar- 
icles of imported merchandise on which duties are 

essed, with the rate of duty on each, together | 
with a list of all ariicles that are imported duty 
free; which, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR » communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, containing a statement of 
the contracis made by the Commissioners of the | 
Navy for the year 1837: laid on the table, and or- | 


’ . : ) 
dered wo be } rinted, 

Mr. McKEAN presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 


requesting their 
Senators and Representatives in 


| 
Congress to vote | 
fur, and use their best exertiens to obtain, the pas- 
sage of a law authorizing the construction of a 
Macadaniized road from the National road, at 
ome suitable puint west of the western base of the | 
Laurel [il!, by way of the Un arsenal 
near Pittsburg aad the State arsenal at Meadville, 
to the harbor of Erie, and app: priating a sufficient 
sum of meney out of the Treasury of the United 
States for its inpmediate couimel een " 
completion: referred to the Commis 
and Canals, and ordered.to be printed. | 
Mr. McK. also presented the memorial of J. G. 
Palmer and others, and the memorial of Justus 
Davis and others, of Wyalusing, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress promptly to reject 


i adios 


tand ‘peedy 


eon 


Roads 


| 


| 'T’exas to the Union: laid on the table. 


| citizens of the county of Richland, Ohio, praying 


| from the citizens of the Choctaw purchase of Mis- 


all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
Union, come from what source they may: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Joseph 
Home, praying for the payment of certain boun-. 
ties: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to bring in a bill providing for the occu- 
pation of the Columbia or Oregon Territory. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two petitions 
from sundry citizens residing in New Youk and 
Vermont, remonstrating against the annexation of 


Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Robert 
Wilmer: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

Mr. WALKER introduced three petitions; one 


sissippi; one from the citizens of Kemper county, 
Mississippi; one from the citizens of Kane county, 
State of Illinois; all praying the passage of a pre- 
emption law; and upon Mr. W’s motion, these pe- 
titions were ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Ohio, remonstrating against the an- 
nexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS also presented four petitions from 


for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 

the District of Columbia. 

receiving these petitions was laid on the table. 
Mr. WEBSTER submitted a resolution directing 


the Committee on Finance to inquire into the pro- | 


priety of relinquishing the duties on certain chain 
cables, imported into the United States by John 
E. May. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials, 
numerously signed by citizens of Pitisburg, calling 


the attention of Congress to the justice and necessi- | 


ty of establishing a marine hospital at that place. 
The memorialists set forth, that from the geo- 
craphical position and extensive commerce of their 
city, they were fully justified in indulging the 
hope that their city would be selected as a site for 
one of the six hospitals, contemplated by the act 
of the 3d March, 1837; but to their surprise, 
and the grievous disappointment and astonish- 
ment of the thousands of navigators who throng 
their city, the medical board appointed under 
that act, explored the river as high as Steuben- 
ville, without giving Pittsburg an examination. 
They protest against the proceedings of the 
medical board, and after setting forth the many 
advantages which recommend Pittsburg to the fa- 
vorable consideration of Congress, pray the enact- 
mentofa law toestablish a hospital of the first 
class for western boatsmen at the city of Pittsburg: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NORVELL presented two memorials from 
sundry citizens of Michigan, praying for an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
New Buffalo, and to build a hght-house: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the Bal- 
timore and Susquehanna railroad company, pray- 
ing that certain duties paid by them on railroad 
iron be refunded: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of the trus- 
tees of McDonough College, Illinois, praying for 
a grant of lands in aid of the funds of that in- 
stitution: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of I'linois, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of the 
widow of Jobn Robertson, a soldier of the late war, 
praying the renewal of a bounty land warrant: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
William Wegton, late major in the service of the 
United States, during the war with Great Britain, 
praying for balarce of pay and emoluments ak 
Jeged to be due him: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

» Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of John 


The question as to 








Lacy, praying to be indemnified for losses sustain- 
ed by him, under a contract with the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petitions of John 
Norwood and William Brier, praying indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to the year 1809; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com. 
merce. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of the 
representatives of Captain Nathaniel Goodwin; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
the heirs of Captain John McCarty; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to furnish the Senate with the surveys of plans 
and estimates for the improvement of the mouths of 
the Milwaukie, the Root, the Manitowac, the She- 
boyagan, and the Kewaunee rivers, and the Havre 
bay. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub. 
lic Lands, to which was referred a resolution di- 
recting an inquiry into the expediency of granting 
certain lands to the Territory of Wisconsin, for 
the establishment of a University, reported a bill 
granting two townships of land for that purpose. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced, upon leave, a bill authorizing the State of 
Mississippi to invest the two per cent fund. 

Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill from the 
House for the relief of the heirs of John Campbell, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
cede the public lands within the strict limits of the 
new States, on certain conditions; which was twice 
read and referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported without amendment the bill from 
the House for the relief of Thomas Griffin. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
and on leave, introduced the following bills, which 
were severally twice read and referred: 

A bill for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of Alfred Westfall; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks. 

The report from the Committee on Claims, un- 
favorable to the petition of John Good, was con- 
sidered and concurred in. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WILLIAMS 
on Friday, calling on the President to communi- 


| cate, if not incompatible with the public interest, 


copies of the correspondence which has taken 
place between the Governments of the United 
States, Great Britain, and the State of Maine, on 
the subject of the Northeastern boundary, was con- 
sidered and agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which the subject was referred by resolution 
of the Senate, reported a bill to establish a port 
of entry at Jersey City; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Libra- 
ry, reported a joint resolution to provide for the 
purchase and distribution of certain boeks for the 
use of the committee rooms; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John J. Bulow, deceased, which was laid on the 
table on Friday last, was then taken up, the ques- 
tion being on its passage, when 

Mr. KING opposed it, on the ground that it 
would be inexpedient to legislate upon an isolated 
case, before the proper and authentic report had 
been made by the regularly authorized agents of 
the Government. He would go as far as any man 
to do what was just in the matter, and to afford 
such relief as might be done consistent with what 
was due to other interests; but until such report was 
made, he could not feel himself authorized to vote 
for that or any other bill of a lilke character. There 
might be cases of great individual hardship, and 
this prebably was; but admit the fact: he still 
thought it better that an individual case should be 
delayed for a short period, than we should ran the 
risk, by a too hasty legislation, of involving the 
country in a vast amount of cost, such as, in fact, 
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